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SUMMARY 

 

On May 24, 2021, at approximately 5:38 p.m. Officer Brady Suppleland of the Ouray Police 

Department attempted to contact a late 1990’s model green Toyota Camry for a Report Every Drunk 

Driver Incident (REDDI) report originating from the Ouray Hot Springs Pool located in Ouray, Colorado. 

Suppeland observed the vehicle near Rotary Park and Colorado 550 and followed it north towards 

Ridgway. He continued to follow the car as it turned north on County Road 14, and after observing 

multiple signs of driving impairment, he attempted to stop it. The vehicle stopped near the intersection of 

County Road 14 and Big Horn Lane, but as Suppeland exited his patrol vehicle, the vehicle started again 

driving north on County Road 14. Suppeland continued to follow the vehicle to the intersection of County 

Road 14 and County Road 14A. The driver, later identified as Luther Medina, immediately exited the 

vehicle, walked to the east side of a bridge spanning Dexter Creek, and went underneath. When 

Suppeland arrived at the side of the bridge, he observed Medina scooting on his buttocks under the bridge 

towards the edge of the canyon. From the side of the bridge, Officer Suppeland yelled “hey don’t go 

down there” but Medina went over the edge into the canyon. Realizing that Medina fell approximately 

sixty [60] feet into Dexter Creek, Suppeland ran to the top of the bridge to locate him. While he was 

running, he radioed dispatch to deploy Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and the Mountain Rescue 

Team. At approximately 6:10 p.m. members of the Mountain Rescue Team were able to repel from the 

bridge into the canyon to Mr. Medina. Although they attempted resuscitation, Medina was unresponsive. 

At approximately 6:25 Luther Medina was pronounced dead by the Ouray County Coroner’s office. Dr. 

Havlik of the Pathology Group, P.C. performed an autopsy on Mr. Medina and determined that the cause 

of death was multiple blunt force injuries associated with his fall with other significant contributors to 

death being water aspiration and alcohol intoxication. Dr. Havlik determined the manner of death as 

“accident.” 

Sergeant Gary Ray of the Ouray Police Department requested the Seventh Judicial District 

Critical Incident Investigation Team (CIIT) to respond to investigate. The CIIT’s purpose is to assist in 
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the investigation of incidents where any law enforcement officer within the Seventh Judicial District uses 

deadly force, or attempts to use deadly force, against a human being during the commission of the 

officer’s duties. The CIIT consists of certified law enforcement personnel who are designated by the 

Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs in all participating law enforcement agencies within the Seventh Judicial 

District, along with the District Attorney’s Office. Sergeant Dan Covault of the San Miguel County 

Sheriff’s Office was the lead investigator. Investigators from the Delta County Sheriff’s Office (DCSO), 

Montrose Police Department (MPD), the Ouray County Sheriff’s Office (OCSO), the Ridgway Police 

Department (RPD), and the Telluride Marshall’s Office (TMO) participated. The Ouray Police 

Department had no role in the investigation. 

After the CIIT completed their investigation, it was given to the District Attorney’s Office (DAO) 

for review of whether criminal charges should be filed against Officer Brady Suppeland for the death of 

Luther Medina. District Attorney Seth D. Ryan reviewed all the evidence collected by the CIIT. Evidence 

included photographs of the scene and subjects, interviews with involved law enforcement officers, 

interviews with eyewitnesses, medical reports, dispatch recordings, body camera videos, motor vehicle 

records, and criminal justice records.  The purpose of this report is to inform the public about the 

District Attorney’s review of the evidence and the associated legal analysis and ultimate decision about 

whether the District Attorney’s Office can meet its required burden of proof to file criminal charges 

against Officer Brady Suppeland. 

 

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 

 

Incident at Ouray Hot Springs Pool: 

 On the afternoon of May 24, 2021, Luther Medina and his girlfriend EW went to the Ouray Hot 

Springs Pool located in Ouray, Colorado. According to EW, Medina had recently quit drinking because 

he was dealing with a Driving Under the Influence case. According to EW they were at the pool for a 

couple of hours. When they first arrived, Medina seemed fine. As the afternoon progressed, however, he 

started to become increasingly incoherent and started passing out in the pool. EW suggested they go into 
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the cold pool so that he could wake up. After a short while, she decided to get back into the hot pool. 

According to EW, as Medina was getting into the pool, he “accidently” hit her with his elbow and the 

lifeguards asked them to leave. Eventually EW found out the police were called and told Medina. Medina 

“panicked,” and although she attempted to persuade him to remain at the pool, Medina left the hot springs 

in his vehicle. According to EW, she did not go with him because she did not feel safe driving with him 

given his level of intoxication. 

 According to multiple Ouray Hot Springs Pool employees, they observed Medina and EW in the 

pool yelling at each other. Employees believed that Medina was intoxicated because he was crawling on 

the pool deck and yelling vulgarities. Medina was having a hard time walking and at one point, fell into 

the pool. EW appeared upset and was crying. Medina and EW were told that unless they stopped being 

disruptive, they would have to leave. Medina started cussing at employees, so they were asked to leave. 

As Medina got out of the pool, he missed the handrailing and fell onto the pool deck. Medina was 

escorted to the locker room where he continued to be disruptive, falling, yelling, and refusing to leave. 

Because of this, pool employees called 911 to have him removed. While in the locker room, Medina 

pulled down his pants and urinated on the floor. Employees advised Medina that the police were on the 

way and Medina left. Employees followed Medina and EW out to their car. As they were walking, 

Medina continued to yell at EW. A pool employee convinced EW to remain at the hot springs because he 

was concerned for her safety. A pool employee noted the license plate number and color of Medina’s car 

and called 911 to make a REDDI (Report Every Drunk Driving Incident) report. 

 

Pursuit: 

 911 recordings show that at approximately 5:38, dispatch aired a possible drunk driver 

leaving the Ouray Hot Springs Pool driving a green Toyota Camry with the specific license plate number 

reported by the hot springs’ employee. Officer Brady Suppeland of the Ouray Police Department 

responded that he was enroute from Rotary Park. Based on the reported license plate number, dispatch 

identified Luther Medina as the registered owner. As Suppleland was leaving Rotary Park and preparing 

mailto:mail@co7da.org


 

Office of the District Attorney 
Seventh Judicial District 

 

Promoting Justice by providing the highest quality legal services for the People of the State of Colorado.  
Promoting Public Safety by supporting strong communities. 

 

 

SETH D. RYAN 

District Attorney 

 

 

ROBERT ZENTNER 

Assistant District Attorney 

Delta Office 

537 Meeker Street 

Delta, CO  81416 

Phone: (970) 874-2085 

Email: mail@co7da.org 

www.co7da.org 

to turn south on Colorado 550, he observed Medina’s vehicle and followed it north towards Ridgway. 

Figure 1 is a satellite image of Colorado 550 between the Ouray Hot Springs Pool and Rotary Park. 

 

 

Figure 1 – Satellite Image of Colorado 550 between Ouray Hot Springs Pool and Rotary Park. 

 

He observed Medina weaving within his lane of travel and “bouncing off” the center line. Suppeland did 

not immediately stop Medina because of their location on the highway. 

At approximately 5:39, the car turned right and headed north on County Road 14. Figure 2 is a 

satellite image of Colorado 550 between Rotary Park and County Road 14. 
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Figure 2 – Colorado 550 Between Rotary Park and County Road 14. 

 

Suppleland observed Medina’s passenger side tires leave the road and go into a rocky ditch near the 400 

block of County Road 14. He activated his emergency lights and body camera near County Road 14 and 

De Ja View Drive and attempted to stop the vehicle. It continued traveling north for approximately a 

quarter mile, alternately slowing and speeding up, before eventually pulling over near the intersection of 

County Road 14 and Big Horn Lane. As he was exiting his patrol vehicle, the vehicle again started 

driving north on County Road 14. Suppeland continued to follow the vehicle another quarter mile until it 

stopped again at the intersection of County Road 14 and County Road 14A. Figure 3 is a satellite image 

of County Road 14 detailing the incidents that occurred there. 
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Figure 3 – Incidents on County Road 14. 

 

Medina’s Fall: 

At approximately 5:44 both Medina and Suppeland stopped on the shoulder of the northbound 

side of County Road 14 just south of a bridge spanning Dexter Creek canyon. Medina immediately exited 

his vehicle. Suppeland exited his patrol vehicle, drew his firearm, and followed Medina across County 

Road 14 towards the bridge. Suppeland identified himself as a police officer and yelled at Medina to stop. 

According to Suppeland, Medina yelled “no” and continued toward the bridge. According to Suppeland, 

Medina was not moving very fast and was staggering as he walked. As he followed, Officer Suppeland 

holstered his weapon and drew his taser. Medina walked to the east side of the bridge and went 

underneath. Figure 4 is a satellite image of the bridge at the intersection of County Road 14 and County 

Road 14A spanning Dexter Creek. Figure 5 is a photo of the bridge at the intersection of County Road 14 

and County Road 14A.  Figure 6 is a screenshot of Suppeland’s body camera showing Medina crossing 

County Road 14 towards the bridge. 
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Figure 4 – Bridge at Intersection of County Road 14 & 14A. 

 

 

Figure 5 – Photo of Bridge at Intersection of County Road 14 & 14A. 

mailto:mail@co7da.org


 

Office of the District Attorney 
Seventh Judicial District 

 

Promoting Justice by providing the highest quality legal services for the People of the State of Colorado.  
Promoting Public Safety by supporting strong communities. 

 

 

SETH D. RYAN 

District Attorney 

 

 

ROBERT ZENTNER 

Assistant District Attorney 

Delta Office 

537 Meeker Street 

Delta, CO  81416 

Phone: (970) 874-2085 

Email: mail@co7da.org 

www.co7da.org 

 

Figure 6 – Screenshot of Medina Crossing County Road 14 Towards the Bridge. 

 

When Suppeland arrived at the side of the bridge, he observed Medina scooting on his buttocks under the 

bridge towards the edge of the canyon. Figure 7 is a screenshot of Suppeland’s body camera showing 

Medina scooting under the bridge. In the middle-bottom of the video, one can see Suppeland’s foot as he 

stands at the side of the bridge watching Medina scoot under. 

 

Figure 7 – Screenshot of Medina Scooting under Bridge. 

 

From the side of the bridge, Officer Suppeland yelled “hey don’t go down there” but Medina went over 

the lip of the canyon and into Dexter Creek. Figure 8 is a screenshot of Suppeland’s body camera 

immediately prior to Medina falling into the canyon. In the bottom-left of the video, one can see 

Suppeland’s hand as he stands at the side of the bridge warning Medina not to “go down there.” Based on 

Suppeland’s body camera recording, approximately three [3] seconds passed between the time that the 

video first shows Medina under the bridge and Medina falling into the canyon. 
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Figure 8 – Screenshot of Medina Immediately Prior to Falling into the Canyon. 

 

Realizing that Medina fell approximately sixty [60] feet to the canyon floor, Suppeland ran to the top of 

the bridge to locate him. While he was running, he radioed dispatch to deploy Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) and the Mountain Rescue Team. Suppeland spotted Medina at the bottom of the canyon 

face up in Dexter Creek. It appeared that he was unconscious, and his head was partially submerged under 

water. Due to the steepness of the canyon no one was able to get to Medina to assist him. Figure 8 is a 

photo of Medina’s final location at the bottom of the canyon. The recording shows that the sides of the 

canyon are comprised of vertical rock faces with bumpy outcroppings. 

 

 

Figure 8 – Photo of Medina’s Final Location. 
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Mountain Rescue Team: 

At approximately 5:52, the first medic arrived on scene. At approximately 6:10, members of the 

Mountain Rescue Team were able to repel from the bridge into the canyon. Medics contacted Medina, but 

although he was breathing rapidly, he was unresponsive, and had no pulse. Medics attempted CPR 

(cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and used an AED (automated external defibrillator) to revive him. At 

approximately 6:23 p.m. Medina stopped breathing. Resuscitation continued until approximately 6:25 

when the AED indicated “no shock advised.” Members of the Mountain Rescue Team lifted his body out 

of the canyon and onto the bridge where the Ouray County coroner pronounced him deceased. 

 

Autopsy: 

 On May 25, 2021 Dr. Dean Havlik of the Pathology Group, P.C. performed an autopsy on Mr. 

Medina. The autopsy revealed multiple blunt force injuries including multiple rib fractures, a sternum 

fracture, lung contusions and lacerations, internal bleeding in the chest cavities, a pelvic fracture, right 

arm fracture, and right leg fracture indicative of a fall. Toxicology tests revealed that he had a blood 

alcohol content (BAC) of .229. This was nearly three times the legal limit for driving in Colorado. Dr. 

Havlik determined that Mr. Medina’s cause of death was multiple blunt force injuries with other 

significant contributors to death being water aspiration and alcohol intoxication. Dr. Havlik determined 

the manner of death as “accident.” 

 

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

 

Burden of Proof and Other Legal Requirements: 

In Colorado, every crime is based on laws contained in Title 18 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. 

Criminal statutes have specific requirements, called elements, for what constitutes a crime. All 

prosecuting attorneys are barred from filing charges against a citizen unless there is “probable cause” to 

belive they have committed a crime.  Probable cause is defined as “evidence sufficient to induce a person 
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of ordinary prudence and caution to a reasonable belief that the person committed the crime charged.” In 

order to be criminally liable, a person must commit a “voluntary act” along with the required state of 

mind. “Voluntary act” is defined as “an act performed consciously as a result of effort or determination.”  

 

Analysis: 

In viewing Officer Suppeland’s body camera recording, it is clear that Luther Medina, of his own 

volition and in an attempt to escape from Officer Suppeland, went under the bridge spanning Dexter 

Creek. The recording shows that Officer Suppeland did not follow Mr. Medina under the bridge. In fact, 

he warned him “hey don’t go there” as Mr. Medina scooted to the edge of the canyon and fell. There is no 

evidence in the body camera recording or otherwise that Officer Suppeland exerted any sort of force 

against Mr. Medina or performed a conscious act as a result of effort or determination that caused the 

death of Mr. Medina. In fact, the recording shows that from the time Mr. Medina came into camera view 

under the bridge until he fell into the canyon, only three [3] seconds elapsed. This is strong supporting 

evidence that Mr. Medina’s death was not caused by an act performed by Officer Suppeland. 

 

Conclusion: 

Based on the evidence collected, reviewed, and analyzed, there is no probable cause to believe 

that Officer Suppeland committed a crime, and accordingly, the District Attorney’s Office is prohibited 

from filing charges against him. 
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