
•Recreation Center second 
floor not open to youth

•Petition started to 
change policy

•Trial track program  
in works

BY MONICA GARCIA

MONICAG@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

An online petition re-
garding who can use 
the upper level of  the 
Community Recreation 
Center has stirred up 
some debate in town re-
cently, putting the Rec 
District in a tough spot.

Before the CRC opened 
in January, Jamie 
Mawhorter bought 
her family passes for 
Christmas in 2016. She 
said she thought her 
children, age 12 at the 
time, would be able to 
workout with their par-
ents. But when the rec 
center opened, she said 
the rule changed and 
her children were not 
allowed on the second 
floor, where the track 
and workout equipment 
is located. 

“This is the commu-
nity rec center that we 

voted on. The children 
are part of  that com-
munity and should be 
included with supervi-
sion from their parents,” 
Mawhorter said. “There 
are a lot of  families that 
want to teach their kids 
healthy habits and a 
community rec center is 
a good place to do that.”

Montrose Recreation 
District Executive 
Director Ken Sherbenou 
explained when the rec 
staff  was creating poli-
cies they looked at other 
community recreation 
centers, and discov-
ered similar age-based 
policies.

“That’s the typi-
cal thing that you see 
in recreation centers. 
There’s an age limit 
somewhere between 13 
to 17,” Sherbenou said. 
“Another thing that John 
Wagner, our fitness lead-
er, has done, is he’s re-
searched about 15 dif-
ferent facilities around 
the state of  Colorado 
and that was the gener-
al conclusion. The poli-
cies do vary somewhat 
but pretty much every-
body has a limit because 
it’s not healthy for young 

kids to lift weights, for 
example.”

The rec district de-
cided this policy was 
the best way to man-
age this area, make sure 
it’s accessible to users 
and keep people safe, he 
noted. 

Mawhorter’s husband, 
Paul, took this issue 
to the rec center board 
meeting this fall, but she 
said she felt nothing was 
done about it. They wait-
ed for a response, but she 
said they did not receive 
one until right before the 
November board meet-
ing. Sherbenou sent Paul 
an email and in it, he 
brought up the idea of  
opening up the track to 
youth in the afternoon 
on a trial basis in the af-
ternoons, she said.

The Mawhorters then 
attended the November 
meeting, but said unfor-
tunately not many peo-
ple from the communi-
ty were able to make it. 
Mawhorter said she was 
told those who were in-
terested in going were 
not able to attend be-
cause of  the time the 
meeting was held. Before 
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Pour it up
New downtown distillery eyeing February opening

Tight budget stresses DA’s Office
• Prosecutor seeks increase from counties

• Can’t compete with other agencies’ 
wages

• Major case filings climb

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

In a perfect world, state mandates for 

the District Attorney’s Office would 

come with full state 
funding; there would 
be a big enough bud-
get to offer competi-
tive salaries, and on the 
whole, the 7th Judicial 
District’s prosecutors 
would have an easier 
time discharging their 
duty.

But it’s not a perfect world. The 7th 
Judicial District is cash-strapped. This 

does not mean the office won’t prose-
cute a case because of  its budget — far 
from it — but it does affect resources, 
including the ability to attract and re-
tain attorneys and staffers.

“We’re experiencing an historic 
spike in major case filings,” District 
Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller said. “It is 
impossible to overstate the impact this 
increase in major case filings is having 
on our office.”

Montrose, which has the biggest 

population among the six counties 

comprising the 7th Judicial District, 

was this summer on track for a 35-per-

cent increase in felony case filings this 

year, compared with last — and 2016 

saw a 25-percent increase in such fil-

ings when compared with 2015.

Filings in Delta County are also up 

dramatically over last year. 

Remaining counties in the 7th 

• Police ask for tips

• Owners away when blaze broke out

• Detectives probe incident

Editor’s note: The Montrose Daily 
Press first reported on this house fire 
in the Nov. 25 print edition and on its 
website, montrosepress.com. This is a 
follow-up story with new information.

 
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

A Nov. 24 blaze that severely dam-
aged a Montrose home is considered 
suspicious, police and fire investiga-
tors said Tuesday.

The fire, at 146 N. Sixth St., re-
portedly broke out while the home’s 
occupants were out shopping. It 

endangered two small dogs and a cat 
in the residence, though Montrose 
Fire Protection District responders 
were able to resuscitate and save the 
animals.

A local police officer sustained cuts 
while accessing the home to clear it.

The fire district turned the inves-
tigation over to the Montrose Police 
Department, MFPD investigator Mark 
Bray said, referring further questions 
to the police.

Police Cmdr. Gene Lillard con-
firmed the fire is being investigated as 
suspicious. He said detectives are ac-
tively working the case.

There was no power or heating 
source at the fire’s point of  origin, 
Lillard said, declining to say whether 
evidence of  an accelerant was found.

House fire deemed suspicious

The house at 146 N. Sixth St. was damaged by a fire on Nov. 24. (Tori Sheets/Montrose 
Daily Press)

• Building was renovated 
to hold distillery

• Tour was on Tuesday

• Raw materials for 
alcoholic beverages come 
from Colorado

Editor’s note: The 
Montrose Daily Press first 
reported on this distillery 
in April. Read previously 
published stories on  
montrosepress.com.

BY ANDREW KISER

ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

There weren’t many 
lovely features on the old 
Potato Growers Co-Op at 

the corner of  West Main 
Street and North Grand 
Avenue at one time.

In fact, Greg Fishering, 
who purchased the prop-
erty at 39 W. Main St. 
alongside his son, David, 
noted the many unflat-
tering characteristics of  
the structure. 

“It was an ugly, green-
ish building,” Greg said. 
“It was all bent up metal. 
It had been hit by cars. 
The door was a big slid-
ing door that was awful 
looking. The whole thing 
was deteriorated.”  

But after refurbishing 
those issues, the father 

David Fishering, left, and his father, Greg, on Tuesday stand next to the still used to make different kinds of spirits at their new business, Storm King Distillery Co. The distillery 
will open sometime in February. (Andrew Kiser/Montrose Daily Press)

See POUR page A3

See BUDGET page A12

See FIRE page A12

“We got a little still a couple years ago and 
we’ve been making stuff at the house (on our 
own). We decided, ‘hey, let’s put a distillery  
in here.’”

Greg Fishering
Distillery co-owner

Hotsenpiller

Parents call for more youth 
access to CRC’s top level

Rec District aiming to accommodate all users

See YOUTH page A16
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 CH SP DN DTV 11/29/17 6 p.m. 6:30 7 p.m. 7:30 8 p.m. 8:30 9 p.m. 9:30 10 p.m. 10:30 11 p.m. 11:30

 # *     CBS
News Channel 5 
(N) (cc)

The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

Survivor “Buy One, Get One Free” A secret agent tries to maintain cover. (N)  (cc) Bruno Mars: 24K Magic Live at the 
Apollo (N)  (cc)

News Channel 5 
(N) (cc)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N)  (cc)

Late Late Show/
James Corden

 & &     PBS
PBS NewsHour (N)  (cc) Great Performances “Moody Blues: Days of Future Passed Live” The Moody Blues 

perform in Toronto.  (cc)
Incredible Aging: Adding Life to Your Years Biology behind 
why aging takes place.  (cc)

How Not to Die With Michael Greger, MD Benefits of a 
plant-based diet.  (cc)

 _ , 4   FOX
Mike & Molly  (cc) Fox 4 News at 

6:30p (N) (cc)
Empire “The Lady Doth Protest” Calvin and 
Portia go on strike. (N) 

Star “Ghetto Symphony” Star gets jealous 
about Noah and Alex. (N) 

First News at 
Nine (N) (cc)

Fox 31 News at Nine O’Clock (N) (cc) The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

Mom “Fireballs and 
Bullet Holes”

How I Met Your 
Mother  (cc)

 ) + 11   NBC
KKCO 11 News 
at 6:00 (N)

Wheel of Fortune 
“Great Outdoors”

Christmas in Rockefeller Center The 
85th annual tree-lighting ceremony. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
Benson helps a victim recall details.

Chicago P.D. “Politics” Burgess faces a 
difficult decision. (N) (cc) (DVS)

KKCO 11 News 
at 10 (N) (cc)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon (N)  (cc)

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers

 * ( 8   ABC
Inside Edition 
(N)  (cc)

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  (cc)

The Goldbergs (N)  
(cc) (DVS)

Speechless (N)  (cc) 
(DVS)

Modern Family 
(N)  (cc) (DVS)

(:31) American 
Housewife (N) 

Designated Survivor “Home” Kirkman 
meets with two warlords. (N)  (cc)

KJCT NEWS 8 at 
10 (N)  (cc)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live James Franco; 
Octavia Spencer; BTS. (N) 

(:37) Nightline 
(N) (cc)

 `       CW
Family Guy “Peter’s 
Got Woods”

Family Guy “Chap 
Stewie”  (cc)

Riverdale Betty and Veronica investigate 
someone. (N)  (cc)

Dynasty Blake clashes with Fallon and 
Steven. (N)  (cc)

Page Six TV 
(N)  (cc)

Seinfeld Highlights 
from the series.

Seinfeld “The Nose 
Job” (cc)

Rules of Engage-
ment  (cc)

Rules of Engage-
ment “The Score”

King of the Hill  
(cc)

   ^ 235   CW
(5:58) The Big 
Bang Theory 

(:28) The Big 
Bang Theory  (cc)

Channel 2 News at 7:00pm (N)  (cc) Riverdale Betty and Veronica investigate 
someone. (N)  (cc)

Dynasty Blake clashes with Fallon and 
Steven. (N)  (cc)

Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Channel 2 News 
at 11pm (N) (cc)

(:35) Modern 
Family  (cc)

basic cable channels

 ¨ ` 182 278 DSC Homestead Rescue  (cc) Homestead Rescue (N)  (cc) (:06) Homestead Rescue  (cc) (:06) Homestead Rescue  (cc) (:07) Homestead Rescue  (cc) (:07) Homestead Rescue  (cc)

 1 0 139 247 TBS
The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Full Frontal With 
Samantha Bee

Conan Actor Eric McCormack; actor Rob 
Riggle. (N) (cc)

Full Frontal With 
Samantha Bee

Conan Actor Eric McCormack; actor Rob 
Riggle. (cc)

Angie Tribeca (cc) 
(DVS)

 ≠ > 108 252 LIFE
Little Women: Dallas Caylea throws 
D’Quan a birthday party. (N) (cc)

Little Women: Dallas “Girls’ Trip” The 
ladies take a trip to a dude ranch.

(:02) Bring It! “Crossing the Line” Chrysti-
anna stirs up trouble. (cc)

(:02) The Rap Game “Don’t Mess With 
Jny” The five new artists are tested.

(:01) Little Women: Dallas Caylea 
throws D’Quan a birthday party. (cc)

(:01) Little Women: Dallas The ladies 
take a trip to a dude ranch. (cc)

 A . 241 241 SPIKE Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) ›› Bad Boys (1995, Action) Martin Lawrence. Two Miami cops attempt to recover stolen police evidence.  (cc) ›› Rocky IV (1985, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Talia Shire.  (cc)

 8 B 131 254 AMC
›››› GoodFellas (1990, Crime Drama) Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci. An Irish-Italian hood joins the 1950s New York Mafia. 
(cc)

››› Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd, Harold Ramis. Four paranormal investigators 
battle mischievous ghouls. (cc)

›› Ghostbusters 
II (1989) (cc)

 9 8 105 242 USA
›› Faster (2010, Action) Dwayne Johnson, Billy Bob Thornton. An ex-con begins a race 
against time to avenge his brother’s murder. (cc)

Mr. Robot “Eps3.7dont-delete-me.ko” Elliot 
tries to get ghosted. (N)

(:01) ›› Faster (2010, Action) Dwayne Johnson, Billy Bob Thornton. An ex-con begins a 
race against time to avenge his brother’s murder. (cc)

(:01) Mr. Robot “Eps3.7dont-delete-me.
ko” Elliot tries to get ghosted.

 : D 136 248 FXP
››› The Amazing Spider-Man (2012, Action) Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone, Rhys Ifans. Peter Parker investigates his parents’ 
disappearance.  (cc)

› Fantastic Four (2015, Action) Miles Teller, Michael B. Jordan, Kate Mara. Four young 
superheroes battle Doctor Doom.  (cc)

› Fantastic Four (2015, Action) Miles 
Teller, Michael B. Jordan.  (cc)

 ; = 170 299 NICK Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Full House (cc) Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) (:33) Friends Fresh Prince Fresh Prince

 < U 176 296 TOON King of the Hill American Dad Cleveland Show American Dad Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Family Guy (cc) Family Guy (cc) Robot Chicken Aqua Teen Frisky Dingo Bob’s Burgers 

 = # 180 311 FREE
(5:15) ››› National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation 
(1989, Comedy) Chevy Chase, Beverly D’Angelo.  (cc)

(:25) ›› Four Christmases (2008, Romance-Comedy) Vince Vaughn, Reese Wither-
spoon. A couple must somehow fit in four holiday visits with family. (cc)

››› Home Alone (1990, Children’s) Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern. A left-behind boy battles two 
burglars in the house.  (cc)

 @ A 118 265 A&E
Storage Wars  (cc) Storage Wars  (cc) Storage Wars 

“Kumba-YUUUP!”
Storage Wars 
“Vegas Shrugged”

(:01) Ozzy and Jack’s World Detour 
Antics in the heart of horse country.

(:03) Ozzy and Jack’s World Detour 
Black Sabbath cover band.  (cc)

(:03) Storage 
Wars  (cc)

(:33) Storage 
Wars  (cc)

(:03) Storage 
Wars  (cc)

(:33) Storage 
Wars  (cc)

 B : 140 206 ESPN (5:30) College Basketball Michigan at North Carolina. (N) College Basketball Duke at Indiana. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt (N) SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc)
 C ; 144 209 ESPN2 College Basketball (:15) College Basketball Miami at Minnesota. (N) (Live) (:15) NFL Live (cc) (:15) SC Featured SC Featured Jalen & Jacoby Fantasy Show

 D ∞ 200 202 CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (cc) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (cc) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (cc) Anderson Cooper 360 (cc)
 E L 172 291 DISP Andi Mack (cc) Bizaardvark (cc) Jessie (cc) Bunk’d  (cc) Bunk’d  (cc) Raven’s Home Andi Mack (cc) Stuck/Middle Bizaardvark (cc) Raven’s Home Stuck/Middle Liv and Maddie

 F O 205 360 FNC Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (cc) Hannity (N) (cc) The Ingraham Angle (N) (cc) Fox News at Night (N) (cc) Tucker Carlson Tonight (cc) Hannity (cc)
 H @     ATTSP College Basketball College Basketball Evansville at New Mexico. (N) (Live) College Basketball Incarnate Word at Gonzaga. (N Same-day Tape) College Basketball

 J 1 138 245 TNT
›› Colombiana (2011, Action) Zoe Saldana, Jordi Mollà. A professional assassin seeks 
revenge for the murder of her parents. (cc) (DVS)

(:01) ››› American Gangster (2007, Crime Drama) Denzel Washington, Russell Crowe, Chiwetel Ejiofor. A chauffeur becomes 
Harlem’s most-powerful crime boss. (cc) (DVS)

(:02) Hawaii Five-0 The team closes in 
on Wo Fat.  (cc)

 L   107 249 COM (5:45) South Park (:20) South Park (:15) South Park “More Crap” (cc) (7:50) South Park (:25) South Park South Park (cc) South Park (cc) South Park (cc) South Park (cc) South Park (N) Broad City (N)
 M 9 122 244 SYFY (3:30) ››› Gladiator (2000) ›› Battle: Los Angeles (2011) Aaron Eckhart. U.S. Marine troops fight off alien invaders. (cc) (:35) ››› Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome (1985) Mel Gibson, Tina Turner. (cc)
 P E 120 269 HIST Vikings “The Saga of Lagertha” (N) Vikings “The Departed” (Season Premiere) Heahmund rallies the Saxons. (N) (:03) Vikings “The Departed” (cc) (:04) Vikings “The Saga of Lagertha” (:03) Vikings “The Departed” 
 Q T 183 280 TLC (5:00) My 600-Lb. Life  (cc) My 600-Lb. Life “Tracey’s Story” Tracey’s weight resides in her legs. (cc) My 600-Lb. Life “James K’s Story” Bedridden James cannot stand up. (cc) My 600-Lb. Life “Tracey’s Story” 
 R M 184 282 ANPL Treehouse Masters  (cc) Treehouse Masters: Branched Out Creating musically-inspired treehouses. (N) Animal Cribs “Condo Cat Creation” Treehouse Masters: Branched Out Tree houses in California and Oregon. 
 S Y 110 231 FOOD Iron Chef Showdown (cc) Iron Chef Showdown (N) (cc) Iron Chef America (cc) Iron Chef: Behind the Battle (N) Iron Chef Showdown (cc) Iron Chef America (cc)
 T [ 196 277 TRAVEL Expedition Unknown (cc) Expedition Unknown (N) (cc) Expedition Unknown “India’s Atlantis” Expedition Unknown (cc) Expedition Unknown (cc) Expedition Unknown “India’s Atlantis”
 V   106 304 TVLAND (:12) Everybody Loves Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Mom  (cc) Mom  (cc) King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens Mom  (cc) Mom  (cc)

 W V 132 256 TCM
››› Winchester ’73 (1950, Western) James Stewart. A cowboy 
is determined to retrieve his stolen rifle. (cc)

(:45) ››› Bend of the River (1952, Western) James Stewart, Arthur Kennedy. A 
former outlaw leads settlers through the wilds of Oregon. (cc)

››› The Far Country (1955, Western) James Stewart, Ruth Roman, Walter Brennan. A 
rancher on a cattle drive encounters a crooked lawman. (cc)

››› The Naked 
Spur (1953)

 X 3 185 312 HALL
A Gift to Remember (2017, Romance) Peter Porte, Ali Liebert, Jennifer Koenig. A hope-
less romantic finds love with a handsome stranger. (cc)

With Love, Christmas (2017, Romance) Emilie Ullerup, Aaron O’Connell. Melanie is 
assigned her office crush for Secret Santa. (cc)

Ice Sculpture Christmas (2015, Romance) Rachel Boston, Brenda Strong. A woman 
prepares for a Christmas ice-sculpting competition. (cc)

premium cable channels

 (318) 4 303 504 HBOP
War Dog: A Sol-
dier’s Best Friend

(:45) ›› The Day the Earth Stood Still (2008) Keanu Reeves. The arrival of an 
extraterrestrial visitor triggers global upheaval.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

VICE News 
Tonight (N)  (cc)

››› Kong: Skull Island (2017, Adventure) Tom Hiddleston, Brie Larson. Explorers 
encounter a gigantic ape and monstrous creatures.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

REAL Sports With Bryant Gumbel  (cc)

 (349) 6 311 516 MAXP
(4:30) ››› Sleepers (1996, Crime 
Drama) Kevin Bacon.  ‘R’ (cc)

››› The Nice Guys (2016, Action) Russell Crowe, Ryan Gosling, Angourie Rice. A 
private eye and an enforcer search for a missing woman.  ‘R’ (cc)

››› Man on the Moon (1999, Biography) Jim Carrey, J. Alan Thomas, Bob Zmuda. 
Comic Andy Kaufman has an unusual but brilliant career.  ‘R’ (cc)

Totem (2017, Horror) Kerris Dorsey, Ahna 
O’Reilly.  ‘NR’ (cc)

 (379) 2 318 545 SHOW
(5:30) ››› Lincoln (2012, Historical Drama) Daniel Day-Lewis, Sally Field. Lincoln takes 
measures to ensure the end of slavery forever.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

White Famous 
“Make-Believe”

››› The Autopsy of Jane Doe (2016) Emile Hirsch. Coroners 
investigate the death of a beautiful “Jane Doe.”

SMILF An extreme 
mud run. (cc)

Ill Behaviour  (Part 
3 of 6) (cc)

› Cell (2016, Horror) John Cusack, Samuel 
L. Jackson.  ‘R’ (cc)

 (421) 5 351 528 STZP
(5:59) Outlander “Uncharted” Claire 
washes up on an island.  (cc)

›› Men in Black II (2002) Tommy Lee Jones. Agents Jay and Kay 
defend Earth from a sultry alien enemy. (cc)

››› Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs (2009, Children’s) 
Voices of Bill Hader, Anna Faris.  ‘PG’ (cc)

(:02) ›› Ghostbusters (2016, Comedy) Melissa McCarthy, Kristen Wiig. Four women 
battle mischievous ghosts in New York.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

 (445) / 341 535 STZENC
(5:21) ›› Phantoms (1998, Horror) Peter 
O’Toole.  ‘R’ (cc)

››› Monkey Shines (1988, Horror) Jason Beghe, John Pankow, Kate McNeil. A trained 
monkey acts out its owner’s violent impulses. ‘R’ (cc)

(8:56) › Law Abiding Citizen (2009, Suspense) Jamie Foxx. A prosecutor gets caught 
up in a vengeful prisoner’s twisted scheme.  ‘R’ (cc)

(10:49) ›› Hancock (2008, Action) Will 
Smith.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

CH=Charter SP=Spring Creek DN=Dish Network DTV=DirecTV
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Come Visist 
The Camelot 

Winter 
Wonderland
Your one-stop-shop for 
Fresh Cut Fraser Firs, Holiday Decor, 
Holiday Blooming Plants & Ornaments 

16612 S. Townsend Ave. • Montrose, CO 81401 

OPEN DAILY • (970) 249-6109
WINTER ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL

Saturday, December 2, 2017 ~ 9AM - 4PM
Free admission to the Ute Indian Museum & Show

Silent Auction ~ Fry Bread

25% OFF ENTIRE GIFT STORE
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17253 CHIPETA RD • 970-249-3098

Judicial District — San Miguel, 
Gunnison, Hinsdale and Ouray — 
haven’t shown the same level of  in-
crease, but there have been signifi-
cant cases filed.

In San Miguel County, Hotsenpiller 
is prosecuting five people suspected 
of  involvement in the deaths of  two 
children; two defendants are charged 
with first-degree murder. 

Adding to the major caseload, the 
DA is also faced with the retrial of  a 
Delta County man for murder and as 
well is prosecuting two more recent 
murder cases in Montrose County.

Meanwhile, Hotsenpiller lost an 
investigator, who returned to law en-
forcement for greater pay; was un-
able to recruit “an outstanding” bi-
lingual candidate for victim services 
— who found greater pay at the Delta 
County Sheriff ’s Office — and a legal 
services staffer, who also found a bet-
ter paying job elsewhere.

On the day he spoke to the 
Montrose Daily Press, Hotsenpiller 
and his office were bidding farewell 
to Lane Thomasson, the deputy dis-
trict attorney who had been train-
ing to work sexual assault cases. 
The plan was for her to transition 
in that role, freeing up the current 
sex crimes prosecutor, Seth Ryan, to 
work other major cases. Thomasson 

was hired as assistant Montrose 
County attorney.

“Historically and continually, we 
do not pay our people comparable 
salaries. It’s impacting our office,” 
Hotsenpiller said. “The baseline is, 
we don’t have sufficient resources to 
meet the needs we currently have … 
We have to get help as it is.”

The numbers bear out the DA’s sal-
ary worries. 

The chief  investigator spot pays 
$11,000 less than the state average, 
according to a salary comparison 
Hotsenpiller provided. The assis-
tant district attorney’s salary is the 
second-lowest in the state for such 
a position. Of  all positions, only the 
entry-level pay in legal services is 
at the state average — but the staff-
ers there are not “entry level.” They 
have more than 132 years of  com-
bined legal services experience.

Even local law enforcement, coun-
ty agencies and local courts pay bet-
ter, Hotsenpiller said, “outbidding” 
him for candidates.

The state funds a portion of  
Hotsenpiller’s salary. 

Grant funding pays for the bulk of  
crime victim services and half  the 
salary for the sex crimes prosecutor 
position, but although cases are go-
ing up, grant funding has remained 
constant over the past number of  
years. 

Counties within the 7th Judicial 
District also fund the DA’s Office 
each year; funding from the counties 
accounts for more than 80 percent of  
the office’s revenue.

For 2018, Hotsenpiller has re-
quested more than $2.22 million, 
total, in funding from Montrose, 
Ouray, San Miguel, Delta, Gunnison 
and Hinsdale counties, up over the 
2017 counties’ contribution of  $2.07 
million.

County allocations are based on 
population and adjusted yearly.

Montrose County was asked for 
the largest contribution — $903,593. 
Delta County, as the next most popu-
lous, has been asked for $665,454, fol-
lowed by a request for $385,321 from 
Gunnison County; $175,822 from San 
Miguel County; $104,603 from Ouray 
County and $17,805 from Hinsdale 
County.

Although the total amount rep-
resents about a 7.3-percent increase 
over 2017, the actual amount of  new 
money requested is about 4.4 percent 
— because of  savings carried over.

“We have proven we can continue 
effective work, even when we’re un-
der capacity,” Hotsenpiller said.

“We’ve been meeting the need even 
when we don’t have the baseline we 
need, and we’ve proven we’re ef-
ficient stewards of  county funds. 
We continue to drive down our 

operating expenses.”
The office’s penny penny pinching 

was by design: it is putting aside car-
ry-over money to help offset major 
case expenses in 2018.

“We have purposefully saved some 
money to help pay for the costs asso-
ciated with the Norwood (San Miguel 
County) homicide case, the (Nathan) 
Yager (Delta County) homicide case 
and our other major cases. We’re 
planning ahead. We’re making sure 
we have the capacity to prosecute 
those cases,” Hotsenpiller said.

The DA was not referring to ac-
tual case costs, which don’t neces-
sarily come from his budget, but 
from mandated state cost funding. 
Hotsenpiller stressed he does not 
base his prosecutorial decisions on 
money.

“That’s not how it works,” he said.
But the mandated cost funding 

doesn’t pay for all expenses associat-
ed with a case.

Hotsenpiller has a standing agree-
ment with the Colorado Attorney 
General’s Office for use of  a depu-
ty special prosecutor in major cases, 
and as well as secured a commitment 
for assistance from the AG’s ma-
jor crimes unit with respect to the 
Norwood homicides.

While Hotsenpiller is not on the 
hook for these experts’ salaries, he 
is responsible for travel, food, lodg-
ing and other expenses. He is for this 
reason trying to set aside carry-over 
money for 2018.

To calculate what he would need, 
Hotsenpiller used expenses he had 
incurred while serving as special 
prosecutor on a murder case — and 
retrial — in the 6th Judicial District.

He said his office continues to 
make do with less by creating a va-
cancy in its legal services division 
and reducing operating expenses for 
2018, on top of  2017’s reductions.

The office also has an attorney 
working on fellowship through next 
August, whose salary is paid through 
the Colorado District Attorneys 
Council.

Hotsenpiller said he hopes he 
won’t be penalized for saving money. 

“We trust that the counties aren’t 
going to punish us for saving mon-
ey — by not recognizing that the per-
centage increase looks a lot high-
er than it really is, because of  our 
carry-over. We trust they are going 
to continue encourage us to find sav-
ings and efficiently utilize taxpayer 
dollars.”

Counties have to approve their 
budgets by Dec. 15.

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an 
award-winning journalist and the 
senior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at  
@kathMDP.
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Anyone who has in-

formation about the 

fire, or who may have 

seen anything out of  

the ordinary in the vi-

cinity of  the home the 

evening of  Nov. 24, is 

asked to call dispatch 

at 970-249-9110. People 
can also make an 
anonymous report to 
Montrose Regional 
Crime Stoppers, 970-
249-8500; the mobile 
app P3 Tips, or the web-
site P3tips.com.

Information re-
ceived through Crime 
Stoppers that leads to 
an arrest may result in 
a reward being paid.

Katharhynn 
Heidelberg is an 
award-winning jour-
nalist and the senior 
writer for the Montrose 
Daily Press. Follow her 
on Twitter at  
@kathMDP.
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