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• Concerned residents pack Planning Commission 

• Development slated for area between Miami Road and Sunnyside Road

• Infrastructure, public school impact, major concerns

BY TESSA CHEEK

TESSAC@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Dozens of  keyed-up Montrose area residents packed the Planning Commission’s meeting Wednesday 
evening, concerned about the possible approval of  a 165-acre “Medium High Density” residential/ shop-
ping development on recently-annexed farmland east of  town.

“We wanted to make sure it doesn’t affect our subdi-
vision, our community, directly, in a bad way,” said 

would-be neighbor Mario Capolarello. “They 
were planning, as I understand, to have 500 

families, possibly even more, in this area. 
So it would increase traffic in the area, 

the roads would probably have to be 
widened and repaved.” 

But Capolarello and those like 
him who came to raise con-

cerns about the development 
and hear more details 

went home empty hand-
ed — for now. 

A representative 
for the land-

owner Israel 
Waitman, 
who is apply-

ing for the zon-
ing permission to 

develop the farm-
land, said they’re pull-

ing the application for 
the time being.  

“They would like to have 
some time to meet with the 

neighbors and address some of  
the questions that have come up 

in previous (planning and city coun-
cil) meetings. They believe this is in the 

best interest of  the community, the city 
and the neighbors,” Ethel Brown of  Del-Mont 

Consultants told the Planning Commission. 
“They’ll be submitting a new application for zoning 

along with appropriate noticing…” 
The announcement came as a shock to those in the 

crowded room, many of  whom have been following 
this issue since it first came up over a month ago. 

“What this means is that after there’s been opportu-
nity to meet with the neighbors, a new zoning appli-
cation will be submitted,” explained Montrose Senior 

Planner Gary Baker. “That means neighbors within 100 feet (of  the proposed development) will get let-
ters, a new sign will be posted and an add in the paper will be placed. There will be public notice.”

Baker added he was sorry folks had come out that evening to speak on the issue only to be put off, but 
reiterated his promise of  public comment opportunities in the future. 

Lori Webb of  the existing, adjacent development Country Haven, took the podium anyway, upset with 
the Commission about what she saw as a lack of  open process and opportunities for public comment. 

“I sat through the last round, so we did (take public comment),” fired back Planning Commissioner 
Josh Freed. “We do take public comment and we take it very seriously. We write down everything and re-
fer back to it.”

Indeed, in opening Wednesday’s session, Freed set some public comment ground rules with refer-
ence to the Commission’s previous meeting in May, when the issue of  the Miami Road development first 
arose. He indicated that public comment had become somewhat ugly in that first meeting. 

“Some comments from last time — let’s keep all the comments clean and relevant and not biased to-
ward any segment of  the population you don’t want to see in your neighborhoods. We’re here to try and 
get some good community work done, so let’s just keep that in mind,” Freed said. 

For her part, Webb said good community work is what has brought her to ever public meeting on the 
issue so far. 

“I’m worried about infrastructure — sewer lines, water lines, road repair,” she said. “You can’t just 
take a water hose and punch 25 holes and then put in another 500 and still have water pressure. It just 
doesn’t’ happen.” 

“This is everyone’s community, not just a few people’s,” she added.
City Council members raised similar concerns when they voted June 6 to annex the 165 acres, as the 

Pause to plan
• Conference brings pros together

• District attorney explains challenges

• Time to act, ombudsman says

 
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
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Angry, not afraid.
That’s how one woman characterized her reaction 

when she realized a polite visitor, attracted by the 
sight of  her evidently disabled husband, had possibly 
been casing her home.

“My life has changed. I’m not afraid. I’m mad,” she 
told the district attorney Wednesday, during Region 
10’s “No Excuse for Elder Abuse” conference.

Visibly distraught after telling her story, the wom-
an did not provide her name. But even savvy seniors 
like her — a longtime Neighborhood Watch member 
— are potentially at risk.

“Elder abuse” is a layperson term for exploiting, 
neglecting or harming older adults, who because of  
their age and/or physical and mental condition, are 
considered more vulnerable.

From a legal standpoint, the terminology is 
“crimes against an at-risk person,” a category of  of-
fenses against people 70 and older, and which also en-
compasses disabled people (as defined by statute) of  
any age.

Such crimes include physical or sexual abuse, ex-
ploitation, theft and identity theft, as well as neglect.

Other statute has created 21 categories of  mandat-
ed reporters — people who must report suspected 
abuse of  at-risk adults, which includes caregivers, 
medical professionals, clergy, and even veterinarians.

An increasing number of  crimes against at-risk 
adults are being reported in the 7th Judicial District, 
District Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller said.

Elder abuse 
complex, 

devastating

Montrose Police Officer Phil Rosty discusses statistics 
and enforcement of telephone fraud and identity theft 
Wednesday at the ‘No Excuse for Elder Abuse’ summit at 
the Holiday Inn Express. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily 
Press)

Ethel Brown of Del-Mont Consultants, speaking on 
behalf of the applicant for rezoning a parcel of land 
that was previously annexed by the City of Montrose, 
said the applicant was withdrawing the application 
Wednesday night at the City Planning Commission 
meeting. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

• Suspect runs, collides with concrete 
object

• Hand-strikes used when Tasers failed

• Commander: Situation dangerous for all

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

A shoplifting complaint at Target 
turned into a tense situation 
Wednesday, when the suspect alleged-
ly took hold of  a police officer’s gun 
belt and tried to get the weapon.

Police had to use Tasers and, ulti-
mately, hand strikes to get the sus-
pect to let go of  the holster, Montrose 
Police Cmdr. Gene Lillard said. 

Dillon Wayne Catt, 25, was arrest-
ed on suspicion of  attempting to dis-
arm a peace officer, assault on a peace 
officer, resisting arrest and theft/
shoplifting.

Catt also was wanted on a felony 
warrant for alleged failure to comply 
in Adams County, per Lillard.

Formal charges have not been filed. 
A court date was not immediately 
available.

Catt was spotted late Wednesday af-
ternoon at Target, allegedly shoplift-
ing. He asked responding officers if  he 
could go outside to smoke while they 
dealt with him and was escorted from 
the building, according to Lillard’s 
reports.

At that time, Catt allegedly took off  
running, with Officer Taylor Deines in 
pursuit and Officer Karissa Nickeson 
following in a patrol unit.

Catt reportedly ran at a high rate of  
speed into a “fixed concrete object” — 
one of  the large, red decorative “balls” 
in front of  the store, which are made 
of  solid concrete — and fell to the 
ground.

As Deines reached down to control 

him, Catt allegedly sat up and went for 
the gun in the officer’s holster, taking 
hold of  it with both hands.

“He was trying to rip the firearm out 
of  the holster,” Lillard alleged.

Nickeson and Sgt. Abby Boston 
warned Catt he would be Tasered and 
subsequently “drive-stunned” him 
three times to no effect, Lillard said. 

In a drive-stun, officers remove the 
probes from a Taser and apply the de-
vice directly to exposed skin.

The officers ultimately had to strike 
Catt with open hands to get him to re-
lease the holster, Lillard said.

“The firearm was never taken out 

of  the holster, but his intentions were 
not thought to be good. It was an ugly 
fight,” the commander said.

Catt was taken to the hospital to be 
checked out and, after being medical-
ly cleared, was booked into jail early 
Wednesday evening.

Attempts to disarm a peace officer 
create dangerous situations, Lillard 
said.

“When somebody is reaching for an 
officer’s weapon, there are usually one 
or two things he has in mind — to use 
it on himself, on an officer or on an 
innocent bystander,” he said. “We use 
whatever force is necessary to keep 
(someone) from taking an officer’s 
weapon.”

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an 
award-winning journalist and the se-
nior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @
kathMDP.

Montrose police: Target shoplifter tries to disarm officer

Developer stalls plan for big subdivision east of town
Representative: They’d like time to meet with neighbors 

‘He was trying to rip the 
firearm out of the holster.’

Gene Lillard
Police Commander

See ELDER page A3

See PLAN page A3

LOCAL:

Man drowns in Delta County

A3



Montrose Daily Press 
previously reported (see 
the June 7 edition).

“We’re talking about 
the potential of  500 
housing units, anything 
from apartments to sin-
gle-family homes are 
planned for this area, 
plus 300 to 320 school-
aged kids. There isn’t 
room in our schools to 
accommodate those kids 
right now …  there are a 
lot of  questions that still 
need to be answered,” 
Councilor David 
Bowman later told the 
Press. 

According to the 
Planning Commission’s 
May 24 Agenda, “The 
area is within the City’s 
sewer and water service 
areas” and “The street 
network as well as oth-
er urban services will 
be expanded to accom-
modate the development 
when appropriate.” 

As previously report-
ed by the Montrose 
Daily Press, City 
Council, when decid-
ing to annex the land, 
also discussed the pos-
sibility of  negotiating a 
higher education impact 
fee. The city currently 
charges $891 per dwell-
ing to address infra-
structure and $679 per 
dwelling for schools. 

Ultimately, both con-
cerned residents and 
councilors agreed the 
developer’s decision to 
pause for more robust 
public input was a good 
one.

“I’m glad the devel-
oper is willing to meet 
with the community,” 
Webb said.

Bowman acknowl-
edged that development 
in Montrose is needed, 
so long as it’s friendly to 
the existing community.

“There’s certainly a 
shortage of  houses on 
the market and a short-
age of  rentals,” Bowman 
said. “If  we can get a de-
velopment that can help 
(with community sup-
port), that’s fantastic.”

The Montrose Daily 
Press reached out to Del-
Mont Consultants and a 
lawyer said to represent 

the landowner, but was 

unable to reach either 

Wednesday evening. 

Tessa Cheek is the news 

editor of  the Montrose 

Daily Press and a former 

Colorado State Capitol 

correspondent for The 

Colorado Independent. 

Follow her on Twitter @

TessaCheek. 
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DOWNTOWN MONTROSE

FOURTH of JULY
CELEBRATION

FOOD:

FUN:

300 BLOCK

• Buckhorn Coffee 
• Chee-Z Does It
• Trolley’s
• Blue-Ribbon BBQ
• American 
  Disaster Relief
    - Tamales
• DeMar Ice Cream

• Mechanical Bull
• Bounce Houses
• US Army - Jousting Pit
• Home Depot - Human       
  Fuse ball
• Inflatable Water  
  Obstacle Course
• 18ft Inflatable Slide
• Montrose SWAT Meet    
  & Greet with  
  the armored vehicle    

• Henna by Epic Tattoo
• Cimarron Creek Essentials
• Family Affair Crafting
• Jerry’s Iron Shoes
• San Juan Car Accessories
• Kool Clipz
• More Than Just Wreaths
• Everyday Kitchens
• Matthew’s Alpine
• Independent Consultants
  and More

VENDORS:

400 BLOCK

R
BANDS

Donny Morales

Cimarron

9:50am: MHS Choir (National Anthem) 
        Cascade Ave.
10:00am: Parade 
 10:30/10:45am: (immediately following parade)  
 Western Shoot Out • Uncompahgre Ave.
10:45am - 12pm: Donny Morales (Band) 
 Cascade Ave.
12:00pm: Sgt. Sanders & Deputy Oxx Meet & Greet/ 
 Demo • Cascade Ave.
12:30pm: Shoot Out • Uncompahgre Ave. 
12:45pm - 1:30pm: Chainsaw 1Hour Speed Carve 
 (Ken G. Braun Jr. & Joe Wenal) • 500 Block
1:45pm: Chow Down Dog Food Eating Contest     
 Cascade Ave.
2:00pm - 4 pm: Cimarron (Band) • Cascade Ave.

SCHEDULE:

BEER & WINE 

GARDEN:
Horsefly Brewing

Company

Garrett Estate  
Cellars

21+ Only 
Must have valid ID

to enter
Sponsored

by:

Brought to you By
the Downtown  

Development Authority
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SWEET CHERRIES
Local Olathe Sweet Cherries. 

Triple M Orchards has Bing & Rainier. 
1 mile west of Olathe

on Hwy 348 to 5800 Rd. 
Turn left 1/4 mile to farm. 

970-323-5291
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• Grand Mesa lake claims man

• Frigid water hampers rescue efforts

• Delta County sheriff urges life jacket use

Editor’s note: The Montrose Daily Press first pub-
lished information about this incident on its website, 
montrosepress.com, on Wednesday. This is a full story 
debuting in print.

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

A Grand Junction man who was paddle boarding 
at Eggleston Lake, high on the Grand Mesa, died 
Tuesday evening after falling off  his craft.

The victim, 44, had not been publicly identified 
Wednesday. Notification was pending next of  kin, 
Delta County Sheriff  Fred McKee said. The cause 
and manner of  death were pending autopsy, but 
drowning is suspected.

The man was paddle boarding with a woman, who 

was among those to witness him falling into the 
water. 

She and another witness attempted to pull the vic-
tim out of  the lake.

“Due to the frigid water conditions, they were un-
able to stay in the water long enough,” McKee said.

Witnesses called authorities. Due to the location, 
the first of  multiple responding agencies made the 
scene within 25 to 30 minutes. 

Delta County Search and Rescue, deputies, 
Cedaredge Fire, Delta Ambulance and Care Flight 
were paged to the scene. The SAR and other re-
sponders took a boat onto the lake to search for the 
fallen boarder. Responders spotted the victim sub-
merged in the water and were able to retrieve his 
body.

McKee said there was a life jacket on the paddle 
board, but the victim was not wearing it. He said 
the man’s companion did not know if  he was able to 
swim.

McKee emphasized that all people recreating on 
the water should use life jackets.

“Life jackets, just like seat belts (in cars), are the 

one piece of  equipment you can have in saving your 
life if  you have a boating accident of  any kind,” 
McKee said.

“In this frigid water, even if  you’re a strong swim-
mer, you can become incapacitated quite quickly.”

Thursday’s apparent drowning was the second 
to occur in Delta County in less than a month, and 
follows on the heels of  a drowning in Gunnison 
County last week.

On June 3, a man jumped into the “potholes” fea-
ture on Escalante Creek, Delta County. 

The potholes are natural depressions in the rock, 
where falling water creates extreme pressure and 
can hold even the best of  swimmers underwater. 
The victim’s body was discovered a few days after 
he was seen jumping into the potholes.

On June 21, an Iowa man apparently fell into the 
Taylor River in Gunnison County while rafting. 
Although people managed to get him out of  the wa-
ter, they could not revive him.

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an award-winning jour-
nalist and the senior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @kathMDP.

Paddle boarder presumed drowned 

The numbers of  cases prosecutors 
filed have more than doubled each year 
since 2015, when three were filed. In 
2016, eight such cases were filed and, 
so far this year, 10 have been filed. Of  
the filed cases, eight have entailed as-
sault; 12 have entailed a form of  theft 
and one, against a juvenile suspect, in-
volved neglect.

The filed cases likely do not reflect 
the amount of  elder abuse that actual-
ly goes on, as it is a severely under-re-
ported crime.

 “We want to prevent it at the begin-
ning,” the DA said. Hotsenpiller later 
said that, despite the grim statistics 
and horror stories, people should not 
be afraid or resigned.

“Walk out of  here knowing you have 
an entire community who wants to 
help and are doing what they can. The 
laws are getting much more serious,” 
he said.

The increase in cases may also be 
due to more reports and better re-
sponse, Hotsenpiller said. “I hope 
so. We’re committed. … We’re trying 
harder to get these cases reported and 
to get them prosecuted.”

Region 10’s Area Agency on Aging 
has begun noticing more instances 
of  elder abuse, long term care om-
budsman and director of  Community 
Living Services Eva Veitch said.

In one instance Veitch relayed, an el-
derly woman’s own daughter allegedly 
siphoned off  $300,000, leaving the vic-
tim penniless. And, because the wom-
an’s funds had been misappropriated, 
she could not receive Medicaid, despite 
needing to be in long-term care.

On another occasion, a caseworker 
listened in shock as an elderly woman 
took a phone call and began reading 
off  her financial information. When 
asked, the woman said the caller was 
her bank, which had “lost” her ac-
count information and she was help-
ing out. The caseworker was able to 
immediately contact the woman’s 

actual bank and prevent fraud.
For Veitch, enough was enough. 

“When are we going to stop talking 
about this and do something about 
this?” she said Wednesday. “Elder 
abuse is happening under our nose.”

Region 10 launched a four-month 
awareness campaign, which the 
Wednesday conference capped off, 
along with presentations Thursday in 
Delta.

Crimes against at-risk victims bring 
more severe penalties because of  the 
victims’ vulnerability and because 
many times, perpetrators are in a po-
sition of  trust. The at-risk victims 
are disproportionately damaged by 
crimes, more likely to be severely in-
jured in an assault 
and less able to recov-
er, either physical-
ly, or, in the case of  
fraud, financially.

“They don’t heal as 
well and also don’t 
have the ability to go 
out and earn (new in-
come),” Hotsenpiller 
said.

Significant damage 
can be inflicted on 
an elder, even if  the perpetrator didn’t 
intend to. A punch to the face might 
stun a younger, healthy adult. Striking 
or shoving an older adult might cause 
more injury, even eventually leading 
to death.

A case filed earlier this year alleges 
a Montrose man injured a 90-year-old 
woman in his care at a nursing home. 
The woman died of  her injuries a day 
after turning 91, but because of  the 
intent component and the burden of  
proof, suspect Travis Young is charged 
with assault, and not with an even 
more serious crime.

Hotsenpiller does not comment on 
ongoing cases, but did reference the 
above when explaining how long it can 
take to bring a case: The woman died 
in 2014 and Young was charged this 
year.

Hotsenpiller was blunt: It is often 
challenging to bring cases of  elder 

abuse to the point of  prosecution, be-
cause of  a host of  factors.

The legal system is not “user friend-
ly,” and cases can be prolonged. 
Additionally, older witnesses may have 
memory and cognition problems. They 
may be fearful, dependent on their 
alleged abuser, feel ashamed, or, as 
in one recent fraud case out of  Delta 
County, “feel stupid.”

Victims aren’t stupid; they are vul-
nerable and, in financial crimes, are 
coming up against often accomplished 
con artists who play on their sympa-
thy, Hotsenpiller said.

In some ways, elder abuse isn’t any 
different than the reaction people have 
to other crimes, but the focus should 
always be on the offenders’ conduct, he 
added.

The Delta County witness, a woman 
in her 80s, who was allegedly defraud-
ed of  more than $80,000 through a vari-
ant of  the “lottery scam,” did not de-
serve what happened, no matter what 
she fell for and how many checks she 
sent, the DA said:

“She should not have been 
defrauded.”

While the scam alleged in the Delta 
case is common, the result is rare: A 
suspect was identified, arrested and 
brought to Delta from South Carolina 
to face charges.

Hotsenpiller reported the suspect, 
Patricia Millidge, was granted a $500 
bond at her first court appearance.

Regardless the case outcome, it is 
unlikely the alleged victim — who 
overdrew her accounts, thinking the 
lottery win would help pay for her hus-
band’s care — will get the money back.

Fraud is “not designed to play on 
people’s intelligence. It’s designed to 

play on their emotions,” Montrose 
Police Detective Phil Rosty said later 
Wednesday, as he went through com-
mon fraud schemes.

Recall the Neighborhood Watch 
member who believes she nearly fell 
prey.

Her report: Her since deceased hus-
band was in their yard, walking with a 
cane, when a man approached, saying 
he was out of  gas and also needed to 
use the bathroom.

Her husband invited the man inside. 
The woman did ask questions, but was 
told the man was visiting her neigh-
bors up the hill, relatives of  his, one of  
whom had cancer.

The man spent a lot of  time in the 
couple’s restroom, but before leaving, 
offered to check their furnace vents as 
a favor, and walked through the house, 
including into rooms where there were 
no vents.

After he left, the woman called the 
neighbors the man said he was visit-
ing. He was, in fact, family — but he 
wasn’t welcome and she should not let 
him in. 

“He’ll be back,” she was told.
To protect her husband and prevent 

the theft of  his medication, the woman 
had a security system installed.

The story points to the fundamental 
unfairness of  crime, Hotsenpiller said: 
The victims are the ones who have to 
change their lives.

“These people prey on the best of  
our human nature,” he said. “That’s 
why it works.”

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an 
award-winning journalist and the se-
nior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @
kathMDP.
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