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Coram, Catlin assume new roles
•  Catlin: Everything ‘very formal’
• Coram enjoying new role, looking forward 

       to more legislation
• ‘A normal opening day, lots of posturing,’ 

       says Coram

By Paul hurschmann

Montrose Daily Press Photojournalist

Wednesday saw the swearing in 
of  the 2017 Colorado Legislature in 
Denver, including local Republicans, 
Sen. Don Coram, representing 
Senate District 6, and Marc Catlin, 

representing House District 58.
Coram returns to Denver with six 

years of  experience in the House, as he 
moves over to fill the seat vacated by 
retired Sen. Ellen Roberts. He said he 
was pleased with the day’s events.

“It went very, very well,” he said. “It 
was a very pleasant day and I got to go 
back and address the House to let them 
know that the Senate was ready.

“We had a lot of  family here today. I 
got to listen to the House and Senate 
both, so that was good. I missed Mr. 
Trump’s press conference. I’m sure 

we’ll catch up on that later. Overall, it 
was a very enjoyable day. We’re just go-
ing to relax tonight.”

Catlin, who has no experience with 
elected office, but who was appointed 
to fill the House seat Coram vacated, 
said everything was new and different.

“It’s pretty exciting. I didn’t know 
where to go or who to see, or nothing,” 
he said. “I did get a lot of  help from the 
staff  and everyone was really helpful 
directing me to where I needed to be.”

Catlin has worked for the 
Uncompahgre Valley Water Users 

Association for the past 17 years, nine 
as the manager.

“You don’t know what you’re gonna 
be able to do,” he said, acknowledging 
the whole experience to be a bit over-
whelming. “But, I’m sworn in now and 
I’ve got the chance, so we’ll see where 
it goes.”

He said he will attend his first leg-
islative session today, which will be a 
joint session for the governor’s State 
of  the State address. After that, he will 

Johnson Elementary fourth-graders Abigail Budde, center, Shayla Weshphal, behind from left, Aprielle Trujillo and True 
Waterman listen to City of Montrose officials Wednesday and ask questions about city government. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose 
Daily Press)

Students get scoop on city jobs
• Students hear firsthand from municipal 
   leaders
• Talk augments American government  

      class
• Mayor, others enjoy class time

By richard reeder

Montrose Daily Press sPorts eDitor

On Wednesday some Johnson 
Elementary fourth-graders found 
out what the jobs of  Montrose city 
leaders are really like. 

The students in Stacy Trujillo’s 
class were treated to a question and 
answer session with city leaders. 
Mayor Rex Swanson, City Manager 
Bill Bell, Montrose Police Chief  Tom 
Chinn and School Resource Officer 
Trevis Booth visited the classroom 
as part of  the students’ study of  
American government.

“Our fourth-grade Colorado aca-
demic standards focus on state and 
local government. We found re-
sources for the state government,” 
Trujillo said. “But we found it dif-
ficult to find resources for local 
government.”

That led Trujillo to contact 
Swanson.

“We were planning our lessons 
for government. I decided to reach 
out to Mayor Swanson and see if  he 

would be available. A couple weeks 
later he showed up at my door and 
said we love to come in and share 
about our government,” Trujillo 
said.

“My class I had them prepare ques-
tions to ask because I wanted them 

to be relevant questions,” she said. 
“These men took time out of  their 
busy schedules and I wanted it to be 
worth their time.”

Trujillo noted the city leaders’ 

City of Montrose officials Mayor Rex Swanson, from left, Manager Bill Bell, Police 
Chief Tom Chinn and School Resource Officer Trevis Booth speak to fourth-graders 
at Johnson Elementary Wednesday about city government. (Paul Hurschmann/
Montrose Daily Press)

DA eyes 
staffing levels 
in new term

• Hotsenpiller takes oath of office for new term
• DA highlights staffing and pay needs
• Felony caseload up in 2016

By KaTharhynn heidelBerg

Montrose Daily Press senior Writer

On Tuesday, with little fanfare, District 
Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller was formally 
sworn in to his second elected term, then 
got back to work.

There’s a lot of  that — and a short-
age of  hands to get it done, although 
Hotsenpiller is making gains.

“One of  the things we need to do is 
build our capacity to effectively pros-
ecute major cases,” said Hotsenpiller, 
the top prosecutor for the 7th Judicial 
District (Montrose, Delta, Hinsdale, 
Gunnison, Ouray and San Miguel 
counties).

Adult felony cases district-wide came 
in at nearly 400 — 398 for 2016, compared 
with 358 the year prior. A number of  
these are complex cases, 
involving such crimes as 
fatal child abuse, signifi-
cant marijuana grows and 
sexual assaults.

While Hotsenpiller’s 
stable of  deputies is filled 
with qualified and dedi-
cated attorneys, most are 
quite new. One-third of  the 
attorney staff  now there 
was hired in 2016 and, on 
average, each has been an attorney for 
five years. Some of  the prosecutors have 
multiple years of  experience under their 
belts, however, such as Assistant District 
Attorney Barb Sanford.

Overall, though, the tenure with the 
District Attorney’s Office has changed, 
Hotsenpiller said.

“We used to have many senior attor-
neys with lots of  experience. We now 
have many newer attorneys with much 
less experience. That’s exciting, because 
they are bringing new energy, ideas and 
enthusiasm, but it also means they don’t 
have major case experience,” the DA 
explained.

“We’re going to have to really focus on 
training and build capacity to prosecute 
major cases. … We have a lot of  major 
cases going on and we don’t have a lot of  
lawyers who have experience doing it.”

National standards call for felony-lev-
el prosecutors to handle 150 cases a year. 
“I’ve got two doing almost 400. Up until 
September, I had one,” Hotsenpiller said, 
of  deputy DAs.

Continued training, coupled with an 

Hotsenpiller

NJROTC shooting team preps for national competition
•MHS team ranked 10th  

      in nation
• Boughton credits community 

       support
• Trumble eyes national title

By richard reeder

Montrose Daily Press sPorts eDitor

The Montrose High 
NJROTC shooting team is 
keeping elite company nowa-
days. The four-member squad 
is currently ranked 10th in the 
nation.

The cadets will travel to 
Aniston, Alabama Feb 17-
19 for the all-Navy national 
competition.

The competitors are seniors 
Leann Northup and Zane 
Trumble, plus juniors Kori 
Drye and Derrick Archuleta.

Montrose instructor 
John Boughton expressed 

confidence in his squad 
and thankfulness to the 
community.

“Out of  all the 247 teams 
in the Navy we are the 10th 
best. I think that is phenom-
enal for a small school that 
doesn’t have all the big mon-
ey for all the coaching the 
other schools have,” he said. 
“Everything our kids have 
they have earned through 
hard work and donations from 
the community.”

Boughton said the commu-
nity has ensured the cadets 
have the most competitive ri-
fles and sighting systems.

“We are competing against 
5A, sometimes 6A, schools that 
have the best of  everything 
and our kids are overcoming 
all of  that,” he said. “They 
come in here at 5:45 a.m. and 
shoot until 8 a.m. four days  

a week.”
Boughton added that this 

commitment is on top of  the 
cadets maintaining their 
studies.

“We don’t accept anything 
like a D. They have to main-
tain a C or above,” Boughton 
said. “Plus some of  them have 
jobs so they are balancing ev-
erything. To do that as student 
athletes is phenomenal.”

Boughton noted the sup-
port of  the Montrose 
County School District 
administration.

“They make sure we have 
a shooting range. They know 
how hard these kids work,” 
he said. “They make sure we 
have everything we need on 
top of  what the community 
provides.”

Montrose 
High Navy 
Junior ROTC 
cadets, from 
left, Derrick 
Archuleta, 
Zane 
Trumble, 
Leanne 
Northrup and 
Kori Drye, 
will head to 
Alabama next 
month for 
the all-Navy 
competition. 
(Paul 
Hurschmann/
Montrose Daily 
Press)
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Weather forecast
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Chance of rain

Cloudy in the morning, then off and on rain 
showers during the afternoon hours. High near 
40F. Winds SE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 
40%. Low 31F.
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A DAY ON WALL STREET

Jan. 11, 2017

  
Dow Jones

  industrials
98.75

19,954.28
J A S O N D J

17,500
18,000
18,500
19,000
19,500
20,000

Pct. change from previous: 0.50% High 19,973.42 Low 19,833.16

Jan. 11, 2017

  
Nasdaq

  composite
11.83

5,563.65
J A S O N D J

4,800

5,000

5,200

5,400

5,600

Pct. change from previous: 0.21% High 5,564.08 Low 5,524.03

Jan. 11, 2017

  
Standard &

  Poor’s 500 

6.42

2,275.32
J A S O N D J

2,050
2,100
2,150
2,200
2,250

Pct. change from previous: 0.28% High 2,275.32 Low 2,260.83

AP

Fronts

Pressure
Cold

Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice
H

High
L

Low

Warm Stationary

<-10 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110+-0s 0s

H

L

National weather
Forecast for Thursday, January 12, 2017

NATIONAL SUMMARY: A surge of warm air in the Southern and Eastern 
states will be accompanied by rain and gusty winds from Texas and Louisiana 
to Maine today. Expanding colder air over the Central states will bring some 
ice and snow to part of the Upper Midwest. Coastal rain with inland snow 
are in store for the Southwest, while the Northwest dries out.

©2017 AccuWeather, Inc.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
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Obituaries

Sheriff Warren L. Waterman 
March 31, 1942 ~ January 8, 2016

Warren L. Waterman, 74, went to 
be with the Lord on Sunday, Jan. 8, 
2017, after an 18-month battle with 
cancer. Warren died peacefully, at 
home, and in the presence of  his 
family.

Warren was born on March 31, 
1942 in Telluride, Colorado, to 
Clyde O. and Elvira N. (Nordgren) 
Waterman. Warren received his edu-
cation in Montrose, Colorado, grad-
uating with the class of  1960. 

After serving in the United States 
Navy from November 1961 to March 
1966, Warren worked for the Bureau 
of  Reclamation before his career 
in law enforcement. Warren served 
as a police officer for the Montrose 
Police Department from 1968 – 1971. 
He then served with the Montrose 
Sheriff ’s Department from 1971 
– 1998. 

In 1999, Warren was elected Montrose County 
Sheriff, and served in that capacity until his retire-
ment in 2007. Finding retirement boring, Warren 
went to work for Ouray County, in courthouse secu-
rity (2009 – 2017), aka: tour guide and story teller. It 
couldn’t have been a more perfect job for this John 

Wayne super fan. 
Warren is survived by his wife 

of  36 years, Deborah (Debbie) 
Waterman; daughters, Sadie 
Waterman of  Montrose; Candi 
(Dorn) Leis (Rob) of  Alberta, 
Canada; sons, Chance Waterman 
and Adam Dorn, both of  Montrose, 
and nephew, Sean Hale of  Ridgway, 
Colorado. Grandchildren include 
Landon Dorn, Shantelle Collman, 
Jager and True Waterman; Bella 
Jasmine and Jett Filiatrault; 
Maverick Leis; Chole and Andric 
Sanchez; Tucker and Aeden Hall, 
and his best buddy Timmy (family 
pet). 

Warren was preceded in death 
by his parents Clyde and Elvira 
Waterman, sister, Lois Hale, sister-
in-law, Cindy L. Rowan, and nephew, 

Michael Roy Adams. 
There will be a Celebration of  Life at 11 a.m. 

Monday, January 16, 2017 at Calvary Chapel in 
Montrose, Colorado. 

Crippin Funeral Home and Crematory is assisting 
the family with the arrangements.

Celine Cascante
March 23, 1948 ~ January 5, 2017

Celine Cascante, 68, passed 
away Jan. 5, 2017 at the Kindred 
Hospital in Denver, Colorado. 
Celine was born March 23, 1948 to 
Irene Gallegos in Hernandez, New 
Mexico. Celine graduated from 
Espanola Valley High School. She 
worked as a legal secretary for the 
Visa Corporation. Celine married 
Gilbert Cascante on May 5, 2000 in 
Reno, Nevada. They spent 16 won-
derful years together. Celine was 
a member of  Calvary Chapel in 
Montrose. She spent most of  her 
time sewing, baking, ceramics, 
and spoiling her grandchildren. 

Celine is survived by her 

daughter, Lorraine Valerio of  
Montrose, Colorado; her brother, 
Manuel Salazar of  Albuquerque; 
her sisters, Floripa Gallegos, 
Sophie Gallegos, Margaret 
Martinez, and two grandchil-
dren, Teddy Valerio and Micaela 
Valerio. Celine is preceded 
in death by her mother Irene 
Gallegos, and her sister Lorraine 
Williams. 

There will be a memorial ser-
vice for Celine at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 2017, at Calvary Chapel. 
Crippin Funeral Home and 
Crematory is assisting the family 
with the arrangements.
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have his official pictures 
taken and obtain his gov-
ernmental identification.

Coram said he also 
looked forward to hear-
ing from the governor 
and that there probably 
won’t be a lot to do until 
the next week or two.

“I have several bills 
that I’m introducing and 
requests for several oth-
ers,” he said. “It’ll be a 
lot of  work for us over 
the next four months. 
We’re going to get a lot 
of  stuff  done. I have a 
record of  getting a lot of  
legislation through and I 
plan on continuing that.

“It’s an honor to serve 
the people of  Senate 
(District) 6 and I’m very 
humbled by all of  the 
support that I received 
from the district.” he 
said. “I am very proud 
of  what we have accom-
plished over the past six 
years in House District 
58.”

Catlin said it’s going 
to take some time for 
him and the other fresh-
man house members to 
know who will be on all 
the various committees, 
where they meet and 
when they meet.

“Friday is the State of  
the Judiciary, then we’ve 
got some training,” 
Catlin said. “There’s 19 
other newly elected peo-
ple. I think it’s going to 
be about a week before 

we get everybody up to 
speed and assigned to 
committees. All those 
type of  things. 

“My priorities are to 
find out how all it all 
works — how to write 
a bill, how to introduce 

it, procedures and pro-
cess and all of  that. It’s a 
whole lot different (than 
in the private sector). 
Very formal. I’m just try-
ing to learn the ropes.”

Earlier in the day, 
the Denver Post 

reported that new 
Senate President Kevin 
Grantham called for 
the repeal of  the state’s 
health-care exchange 
without offering an al-
ternative to replace it.

“It was basically a nor-
mal day for the open-
ing,” said Coram. “We 
don’t really look at those 
things until we see leg-
islation. First, it would 
never pass. Do I think, 
there need to be some re-
forms? Of  course I do.”

He said the state has 
had some problems with 
appropriations in that 
area, and there will like-
ly be legislation intro-
duced addressing that.

“I’m not one to throw 
the baby out with the 
bathwater,” he contin-
ued. “There will likely 
be some block grants 
and we will see some 
changes.”

Republicans outlined 
five other early bills that 
include proposals to re-
peal government rule 
review authority, al-
low active-duty military 
members under age 21 
to receive concealed fire-
arm permits and make it 
easier for school districts 
to arm teachers, accord-
ing to the Post article.

“It’s all just first-day 
posturing,” said Coram. 
“It’s ‘Politics 101.’ We 
have a Republican 
Senate and a Democrat 
House. None of  that is 
going to pass. I can pret-
ty much guarantee you 
that.”

Newly sworn-in Sen. Don Coram and his wife, Dianna, 
pose for pictures at the state Capitol in Denver 
Wednesday, marking the start of the 2017 session. 
(Submitted photo/Dee Coram)

TERM
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emphasis on attorney 
retention — so that dep-
uty prosecutors don’t 
leave for better pros-
pects, taking their ex-
perience with them 
— is a multi-year goal 
for Hotsenpiller in  his 
newly begun term, he 
said.

“We’ve got to retain 
experienced and excel-
lent employees. We’ve 
got to not just train 
folks, but we’ve got to 
figure out how we can 
retain them,” he said.

The same applies to 
other staff  members, 
Hotsenpiller added: 
“One of  the key prob-
lems is we still do 
not have the resourc-
es to pay competitive 
salaries.”

Salary surveys show 
pay in the 7th District 

lags behind compara-
ble positions elsewhere. 
“And it’s getting worse. 
The market has come 
back, especially on the 
Front Range and urban 
areas. The reality is, ev-
ery one of  my attorneys 
could make more mon-
ey working somewhere 
else,” the DA said.

By law, the state 
pays 80 percent of  
Hotsenpiller’s salary. 
The DA’s Office receives 
funding from coun-
ties in the 7th Judicial 
District and a small 
amount from the state 
to offset the adminis-
tration of  certain pro-
grams, but is other-
wise reliant on grant 
funding. 

“We submit our over-
all budget (to the six 
counties). There’s dis-
cussion and some num-
ber is approved. Then it 
is allocated among the 
counties by statutory 

formula based on popu-
lation,” Hotsenpiller 
said.

That changes every 
year, based on official 
state population data.

Hotsenpiller has tak-
en his budgetary and 
staffing woes to officials 
in the counties, which, 
he indicated, are trying 
to help. 

“They understand 
the problem. They’ve 
stepped up to the plate. 
We’ve got to work on 
our salary levels for 
experienced people, or 
we’re going to become 
a revolving door,” he 
said.

Hotsenpiller also is 
pushing to increase 
interaction with com-
munity organizations 
whose work is related 
to, or which comple-
ments that of  his office.

“We have to do a bet-
ter job of  working 
with all of  the various 

agencies that deal with 
victims, victims’ fami-
lies and offenders. … 
the more we are work-
ing together, the better 
outcomes we are going 
to have. We need the 
help of  every one of  our 
community partners to 
effectively help victims 
tell their stories. That’s 
when we see good out-
comes in court,” he 
said.

His office will also 
be focusing more on 
children who witness 
crimes, in hopes of  re-
ducing the trauma they 
experience as a result 
of  what they see or 
experience.

“We have a growing 
community. There’s 
more happening here. 
With that, we’re going 
to continue to be chal-
lenged. We’ve got to 
meet those challenges 
in the next four years,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

Winds likely culprit 
in power outage
sTAff rePorT

High winds may be to blame for a Wednesday 
power outage affecting nearly 500 locations in east-
ern Montrose, Delta-Montrose Electric Association 
reported.

It is thought that the winds forcefully blew power 
lines in the area together, resulting in an outage just 
after 11 a.m. Crews were able to restore power to ap-
proximately 492 DMEA members at 12:13 p.m., per a 
news release.

Report outages by calling 1 (877) 687-3632. DMEA 
urges members to report all outages and not rely on 
others to call it in. Email and social media are not re-
liable methods for reporting outages, because they 
are not continuously monitored. 

The cooperative does work to regularly update its 
Facebook page during large or prolonged outages, 
but again, to report an outage, call the number listed 
above.
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