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Job Connection!
The Job Connection special section is new for 2019. It will feature ads as well as business profiles, tips and stories. It will be 
published each month and will be distributed through the paper, several drop locations around Montrose County and will be 
available online under our special sections tab. The first special section will be published on Jan. 18, 2019. 

We are encouraging businesses to use the business profiles to write a story about their business, say something about their 
employees, new hires, employee of the month, etc.

First publication - January 18, 2019
Contact me today to advertise!

Deanne Sanders • 970-252-7021
deannes@montrosepress.com

Publishing Dates: Jan. 18, Feb. 15, March 15, April 19, May 17, 

June 14, July 19, Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20, 2019
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Aerial photo shows the Connecting People to their Parks and Recreation trail location from the 
Community Recreation Center. (Submitted photo)

• Construction contract in works
• Health foundation helps partners 
better inform neighborhood of 
project, goals
• Work underway to make rec 
center a trailhead

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

As the Connecting People to their Parks 
and Recreation project heads toward 
construction, its partners are continu-
ing outreach efforts in the most affected 
neighborhoods.

The trail enhancement effort entails the 
construction of 2.25 miles of new trails on 
both ends of town to connect more peo-
ple with parks, the Uncompahge River, and 
the urban renewal authority established for 
Mayfly’s Colorado Outdoors Project now 
being built in northern Montrose.

The Connect project also will use exist-
ing bridges to create underpasses for the 

new trails. When complete, biking and 
walking access will be possible all the way 
from the Justice Center on the north, to the 
Community Recreation Center on the south 
side of town — with no dangerous crossing 
of Townsend Avenue/U.S. 550 required.

People in one of the most affected neigh-
borhoods don’t often get enough input, 
which the City of Montrose and Montrose 
Recreation District are changing through 
outreach. A recent Colorado Health 
Foundation grant is boosting those efforts.

The foundation awarded about $25,000 
for capital construction and also $50,000 
for outreach efforts into the Hispanic com-
munity. The latter award pays for out-
reach efforts that include a coordinator 
through the Hispanic Affairs Project, Karen 
Sherman-Perez.

“One of the reasons why that made 
sense is a lot of the surrounding neigh-
borhoods around the Colorado Outdoors 
Project have a high percentage of Latino 

MRD grant boosts trail outreach efforts

DA’s Office goes high-

tech for officer access

• Hotsenpiller announces portal for 
police
• Streamlines information, increas-
es efficiency
• Multiple resources in one location

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The District Attorney’s Office knows its 
prosecutors will frequently be called on af-
ter hours to assist law enforcement with 
legal matters. There is also information the 
office needs to share with officers to ensure 
it is receiving what it needs in return.

Until recently, the process on both ends 
has been cumbersome, sometimes involv-
ing “literally faxing” documents that are 
then mislaid.

The prosecutor’s office found what it 
hopes is the answer — a secured, online 
portal that drew inspiration from insur-
ance companies.

“What we know is that officers are driv-
ing around, and what do they have on their 
dashboards? They all have a computer, plus 
they’re all, like the rest of the human race, 
using smartphones,” District Attorney Dan 
Hotsenpiller said.

“What we wanted to do was provide 
them with a one-stop, easy place to access 
information about our office.”

Law enforcement agencies respond to 
calls around the clock — and, frequently, 
they need access to prosecutors, judges and 
other information after hours. 

“We provide 24/7, 365 (day) on-call ser-
vices. An officer is responding to a situa-
tion. Events are occurring, sometimes, very 
quickly. They’ve got a lot that they’re trying 
to manage. Maybe they need legal advice, 
or a warrant approved,” Hotsenpiller said.

“But who is on call with the DA?”
In the past, officers had to call dispatch 

centers for the information and dispatch 
needed to have a current list of on-call 
prosecutors. In turn, that meant the DA’s 
Office had to generate a three-month cal-
endar, print it off and “literally fax it” to 

some of the communication centers in the 
7th Judicial District.

“What that meant for one thing was, 
we didn’t control that information like we 
should,” the DA said.

If an on-call attorney was ill, having an 
emergency, or had even left his or her po-
sition, changing the on-call schedule re-
quired Hotsenpiller to create and distribute 
a whole new list, and make sure all parties 
who needed it had it.

“It was cumbersome on our part and it 
was fraught with error,” Hotsenpiller said.

He began discussing with a local web de-
signer, Kim Floyde, what might be done. 
Then, during talks, a “breakthrough,” he 
said.

“She was familiar with the (portal) con-
cept that insurance companies use on an 
internal basis,” the DA explained.

The DA’s portal, which went live about 

a month ago, takes the idea more sys-
tem-wide, and even has potential to be rep-
licated elsewhere.

“We’re going to see how it works. If it 
works really well, we’ll share it with other 
district attorneys,” Hotsenpiller said.

The concept might not be suitable ev-
erywhere — the 21st Judicial District is 
only Mesa County and deals with a limit-
ed number of law enforcement agencies. 
Hotsenpiller’s office, by contrast, works 
with about 28 agencies in the 7th Judicial 
District, so a central location for updated 
information and other assistance makes 
sense.

Only those with a username and access 
code can get onto the site; it is not open to 
the general public.

The portal not only keeps an electron-
ic, up-to-date on-call list, but also provides 
a host of other information at one place, 

including contact information for judges, 
forms, templates and checklists that better 
inform investigating officers what the DA’s 
Office needs from them.

“What this does is it increases our effi-
ciency because it allows us to make sure 
the information we’re providing to law 
enforcement is updated, current, and it’s 
simple for us. It’s one place,” Hotsenpiller 
said.

Also on the portal: Which prosecutor is 
handling which type of case.

“There will be information regarding 
cases an individual attorney is responsible 
for. We have multiple attorneys handling 
felonies in Montrose. An officer doesn’t 
necessarily know which attorney is han-
dling a case they might be interested in. 
They can go here,” Hotsenpiller said.

One stop, one click for info

7th Judicial District Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller browses a new portal website his office established to help law enforcement officers access timely 
information. (Justin Tubbs/ Montrose Daily Press)

See PORTAL page 3
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families who live there,” Ken Sherbenou, executive di-
rector of the MRD, said.

“The health foundation and us saw that as an op-
portunity to continue our engagement with the Latino 
community.”

Residents of those communities were specifically in-
vited to meet with engineers at past public meetings and 
give their input.

“We’re focusing on the (self-identified) Tortilla Flats 
neighborhood, because there is a high population there,” 
Virgil Turner, City of Montrose director of innovation 
and citizen engagement, said. 

“We’ve been trying to reach out because of the trail. 
We really have been focusing on that neighborhood to 
make sure they understand what we’re looking for.

“It’s the most populous area close to the trail. That 
community has been underrepresented in our engage-
ment efforts in the past, and we felt like we needed to be 
proactive.”

The city and MRD have already held open hous-
es, drawing more residents of the northern Montrose 
neighborhood than residents from other places, Turner 
said.

He said Hispanic people account for roughly one 
quarter of Montrose’s population, and the city wants 
them to be comfortable voicing their opinions about 
public projects and other matters.

“Our hope is that we are able to make sure projects 
that affect that neighborhood, and other initiatives 
we’re working on in the city, have input into the deci-
sion-making or direction that we’re heading in, from the 
Hispanic community,” Turner said.

The meetings have helped, Sherbenou said.
“A lot of those meetings helped us identify things like 

access gates from the neighborhoods to trails. We’re re-
ally encouraging people to go to the river corridor and 
enjoy it,” he said.

Access gate safety for younger children was among 
concerns neighborhood residents raised. The lever clo-
sures on the gates will be positioned higher as a result of 
these concerns, Sherbenou said.

As part of outreach, Sherman-Perez is to also in-
form the residents of the the Montrose Recreation 
Foundation’s scholarship program for lower-income 
children. 

The scholarship pays half of MRD program costs, or 
half of rec center punch pass costs, for income-eligible 
kids whose parents agree to pay the other half.

“That will be a big piece of the outreach the Hispanic 
Affairs Project is going to be spearheading and funded 
by the Colorado Health Foundation,” Sherbenou said.

The foundation’s award went into a central pot for all 
Connect project components; that central fund is man-
aged by the city, which then pays the bills with the mon-
ey, he explained.

Connecting People to their Parks and Recreation 
received a $2 million grant from Great Outdoors 
Colorado, the largest the lottery-funded entity had ever 
awarded Montrose. The city, rec district and multiple 
other entities are partners in the venture.

As part of the project, the Community Recreation 
Center will become a trailhead, and work to establish it 
as such is ramping up.

This week, Ridgway Valley Enterprises is expanding 
bike parking at the CRC. The front parking area on the 
east side of the building will be blocked as concrete is 
poured; it is expected to reopen Sunday.

The development adds to existing amenities, 
Sherbenou said.

Also this week, a kiosk showing parks and rec facilities 

in the community is going in, as is a sign announcing 
the soon-to-be connection to the trail. A picnic table is 
also being installed.

The additions overall will also highlight the city’s 
marketing message of “stay here, play everywhere,” 
Sherbenou said.

He said city council is on Dec. 18 taking up the con-
struction contract for the overall Connect project. Once 
that is awarded, construction can begin in January, in-
cluding on the two underpasses.

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an award-winning journalist 
and the senior writer for the Montrose Daily Press. Follow 
her on Twitter @kathMDP.

On the portal, officers can also find 
investigative forms and templates, such 
as a checklist to use when they are in-
vestigating a crime against an at-risk 
adult, child sexual assault, domestic vi-
olence, or unattended deaths.

“We know checklists are really help-
ful. Pilots use them before they take 
off. Why? Because checklists work,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

Templates can be used to draw up 
a search warrant or other document. 

That can be particularly helpful for 
smaller agencies in the district, where 
a supervisor might not always be avail-
able, or for officers who are preparing 
such a document for the first time, he 
added.

Hotsenpiller is also listing his office’s 
protocols for procedures such as eye-
witness identifications, which, he said, 
“are fraught with high rates of error” 
that can lead to false convictions.

“That’s an area we want to be re-
ally careful with, so we’ve published 
a set of procedures and guidelines,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

He also provides comprehensive 
guidance on such laws as the state’s 

marijuana statutes.
“In the past, I would send those out. 

I would email them to investigators. I 
would give them to chiefs, sheriffs and 
marshals. I would have a meeting and 
talk about them.”

But such guidelines often would be 
filed away, meaning they weren’t avail-
able when an officer was confronted 
with a possible violation of marijuana 
laws.

The guidelines Hotsenpiller prepared 
are now available through the portal.

The site also helps prosecutors get 
more precise information about an 
investigation.

By law, all deaths not attended by a 

physician or similar provider must be 
reported. What officers report to the DA 
runs the gamut, from too-basic details, 
to unnecessary, lengthy narrative.

“We need more than the minimum, 
but we don’t need a lot more. We need 
to be able to assist and make sure that 
it isn’t something suspicious and there 
isn’t some additional investigation that 
needs to be done,” Hotsenpiller said.

“What we’re doing is providing them 
with a central place for information that 
can be helpful to them.” 

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an 
award-winning journalist and the se-
nior writer for the Montrose Daily Press. 
Follow her on Twitter @kathMDP.
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