
• Line of duty deaths already at 51 nationwide for the 
year

• The dead of several agencies honored

• DA: Oficers owed gratitude, support

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

For some, the rows of  people lining the edge of  
Centennial Plaza on Wednesday were just that — 
faces in a crowd. 

But the scene had greater meaning: Many of  
those standing were dressed in uniform and wore 
badges. They represented the “thin blue line” be-
tween order and chaos, it was said during the an-
nual Western Colorado Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial.

Many in attendance had their stories about why 
the event honoring area fallen law enforcement of-
ficers resonates with them.

“Respect for law enforcement, more than any-
thing else,” brought resident Frank Mesaric out on 
the uncharacteristically chilly May day. 

“We have probably the best law enforcement 
agencies in the world,” Mesaric said, referring 
to agencies within Montrose, Delta and Mesa 
counties.

District Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller drew on mil-
itary history in challenging attendees to consider 
what the community at large owes to officers who 
risk their lives daily. 

“We as a community ask these men and wom-
en to serve … to protect us. We as a community 
ask them to risk becoming the next fallen officer,” 
Hotsenpiller said. “What’s our responsibility and 
are we prepared to shoulder it? … Are we going to 
join hands with them to create a strong communi-
ty that together can deal with the issues that put 
them at risk?”

When MPD Cmdr. Blaine Hall stepped to the po-
dium, he read a list of  names highlighting that 
risk. The 11 names, including two from Hall’s 
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Montrose Police Cmdr. Gene Lillard lines up with other officers during Wednesday morning’s ceremony in Centennial 
Plaza. (Lu Anne Tyrrell/Special to the Montrose Daily Press)

Honoring heroes

Somber respects paid 
to fallen officers

• Memorandum inked Tuesday

• City to assume Main Street Program

• Entities to operate for mutual beneit

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The Downtown Development 
Authority, just months ago at risk of  
being dissolved, is here to stay with 
Montrose City Council’s latest vote. 

The council on Tuesday evening 
approved a memorandum of  under-
standing with the DDA, which clar-
ifies each entity’s role and spells out 
scopes of  service, as previously re-
ported by the Montrose Daily Press.

“I think we’re moving in a posi-
tive direction,” City Manager Bill 
Bell said, prior to the unanimous 
council vote approving the MOU.

“I think we’ll be around for a 
while, for sure,” the DDA’s board 

president, Kirk Hartman, said 
Wednesday.  “I’m really excited 
about it. I think we can develop into 
a real strong, focused group of  peo-
ple with the betterment of  down-
town in mind. We’re still going to be 
working very closely with the city. 
I think we can provide some real 
helpful support to our constituents 
down here and also for the commu-
nity at large.”

A March proposed ordinance 
would have dissolved the DDA’s tax 
increment financing (TIF) struc-
ture. Those who reside in the DDA 
district had voted in 2010 to allow 
a property tax increase of  5 mills 
within the district. Property tax TIF 
and sales tax TIF are the DDA’s reve-
nue streams. 

Bell, in proposing the ordinance, 
said it would reduce the tax burden 
on downtown property owners and 
that while a vote was needed to es-
tablish the tax, one wasn’t needed to 

end it.
The DDA pushed back and city 

council ultimately tabled the ordi-
nance. Discussions between the en-
tities continued, leading to the MOU 
approved Tuesday.

Under this agreement, the DDA 
no longer will administer the Main 
Street Program; that task will in-
stead rest with the city. 

The Main Street Program is ad-
ministered at a state level by the 
Department of  Local Affairs as 
part of  the National Main Street 
Center, which pushes for histor-
ic preservation-based community 
revitalization. 

Having the city take over the pro-
gram makes sense, Mayor Judy Ann 
Files noted. 

“It’s a win situation for them 
(DDA),” she said Wednesday.

DDA here to stay

• $40K-worth of property 
found and returned

• Diligent work resolves 
storage-unit theft

• Victims address oficers, 
city council

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Pamela Akison and 
Lee Whitney were 
pleased to find in 
Montrose a friendly 
community when they 
relocated from Fruita — 
except for what Akison 
called “one sad thing.”

The couple found their 

storage unit had been 
broken into and “two 
lifetimes” of  antiques, 
artwork and furniture 
had been plundered.

That devastation 
turned into a happy 
ending, though, thanks 
to the Montrose Police 
Department, the pair 
told Montrose City 
Council during a special 
presentation Tuesday.

Diligent police work 
generated leads, a 
search warrant — 
and the recovery of  
about $40,000-worth 

Stolen, restored: Residents praise 
police response to burglary

‘This living memorial will always 
grow because the war (on crime) is 
never over. It shouldn’t be this way.’

Keith Caddy 
Montrose County commissioner

Lee Whitney and Pamela Akison, center, receive vehicle 
stickers celebrating police from Montrose Mayor Judy 
Ann Files, far right, with microphone, and Councilor 
Rex Swanson, on Whitney’s left. (Submitted photo/Lisa 
DelPiccolo)

See DDA page A3

See HEROES page A4 See BURGLARY page A3
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Weather forecast

FRIDAY

TODAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Partly cloudy

Snow during the morning will yield to a mostly 
cloudy sky during the afternoon. High 46F. 
Winds WNW at 10 to 15 mph. Chance of snow 
80%. Snow accumulations less than one inch.

Clear

Clear

Clear

Clear

53º

64º

71º

74º

72º

32º

37º

42º

44º

42º

Death notices

F. Ralph Read
F. Ralph Read, 79, of  Olathe, Colorado, passed away 

May; 13, 2017 at his home. A memorial service in cele-
bration of  Ralph’s life will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
June 3, at the Olathe High School.  The service will 
conclude at the school. Crippin Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Montrose is assisting the family.

Montrose County 
Sheriff ’s Ofice activi-
ty list:

May 16
• 0638 hours: A wom-

an in her 20s while in-
carcerated, was served 
an additional arrest 
warrant.

• 0650 hours: Deputy 
checked an abandoned 
vehicle at 6400 and 6450 
Road.

• 0718 hours: A man 
in his 40s was arrest-
ed on a warrant in the 
100 Block North Cedar 
Avenue.

• 0736 hours: A wom-
an in her 30s was arrest-
ed on a warrant in the 
100 Block North Cedar 
Avenue.

• 0813 hours: A man 
in his 50s was cited for 
expired license plates in 
the 14000 Block Marine 
Road.

• 0848 hours: Deputy 
was dispatched to a stray 
dog report in the 61700 
Block Grand View Court.

• 0917 hours: Deputy 
took an informational 
report in the 500 Block 
Chipeta Road.

• 0933 hours: Deputy 
responded to a stray dog 
report in the 63500 Block 
Spring Creek Road.

• 1009 hours: A wom-
an in her 70s was cited 
for speeding in the 9000 
Block 6400 Road.

• 1144 hours: Deputy 
took an information-
al report in the 400 
Block South Highway 50 
Business Loop.

• 1149 hours: Deputy 
assisted a citizen at 
Highway 50 and Falcon 
Road.

• 1233 hours: Deputy 
was dispatched to a civil 
matter in the 62800 Block 
LaSalle Road.

• 1440 hours: Deputy 
performed a welfare 

check in the 61300 Block 
Gunnison Road.

• 1447 hours: Deputy 
assisted Montrose PD 
with a stray dog in the 
300 Block South Tenth 
Street.

• 1517 hours: Deputy 
took an informational 
report in the 23700 Block 
Uncompahgre Road.

• 1648 hours: Deputy 
responded to a report of  
a suspicious vehicle in 
the 500 Block Orchard 
Road.

• 1801 hours: Citizen 
turned in a found cred-
it card at the sheriff ’s 
office.

• 1945 hours: Juvenile 
was arrested on a war-
rant at the sheriff ’s 
office.

• 2018 hours: Deputy 
took an informational 
report in the 1000 Block 
6435 Road.

• 2047 hours: Deputy 
performed an animal 
welfare check in the 
23500 Block Highway 550.

• 2149 hours: Deputy 
assisted Delta Police by 
looking for a person at 
6400 and Falcon Road.

• 2328 hours: A man 
in his 30s was cited for 
weaving in the 4600 
Block North Townsend 
Avenue.

Deputies Performed
16 civil processes
1 directed patrol
1 security check
4 VIN inspections

CRIME STOPPERS: 
Please call Crime 
Stoppers at 970-249-8500 
or use mobile app P3 Tips 
or website P3Tips.com if  
you are aware of  a crime 
or fugitive and would like 
to be rewardedfor anon-
ymously providing infor-
mation that leads to an 
arrest.

Volunteers of  America and 
Valley Manor Care Center 
are pleased to announce Dave 
Doorn as their new executive 
director. 

Doorn’s goals are to provide 
quality resident centered care 
and at the same time provide 
a great place to work for staff.

“I believe it is an honor 
to provide care to our older 
adults and I want our staff  to 
feel the same way,” he said.

Prior to accepting the posi-
tion at Valley Manor, Doorn 
was a self-employed consul-
tant in Wyoming and focused 
on the turn-around of  rural 
health care facilities there. 
He has worked for sever-
al small, nonprofit hospitals 
and nursing homes in ru-
ral Montana, Wyoming and 
South Dakota for the majority 
of  his career. 

 “I am a big believer in long-
term care facilities being 
not-for-profit,” Doorn said. 
“Volunteers of  America has a 
mission of  serving the long-
term care community that 
aligns with my beliefs.

“I want to see all older 
adults have the quality of  life 

that I expect 
for my mom 
and my wife’s 
parents. Older 
adults have 
lived remark-
able lives, see-
ing so many 
changes in 
their lifetimes; 
they have so 
much to share 
with us. I enjoy hearing their 
life stories and opinions of  
the world today.”

Doorn grew up in Mitchell, 
South Dakota, and attend-
ed the University of  Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, earning 
an undergraduate degree in 
business. He also earned a 
master’s degree in Business 
Administration from the 
University of  Wyoming.

Regional Director 
of  Operations Craig 
Ammermann said, “We are 
very pleased to have Dave 
Doorn become part of  the 
Volunteers of  America fami-
ly. His strong business admin-
istration and consulting expe-
rience will be a positive force 
in shaping the direction of  

services at Valley Manor and 
the region.”

Doorn, his wife, Lisa, and his 
two sons, Drew, 31, and Grant, 
27 are looking forward to ex-
ploring Western Colorado.  

“I enjoy getting outdoors to 
ski and fish with our two sons, 
who are avid skiers and fish-
ermen,” Doorn said. “Western 
Colorado is rich in history, nat-
ural beauty and of  course in-
credible weather compared to 
Wyoming and South Dakota. 
Anytime we can get outdoors 
and take in the spectacular 
scenery it is a good day.

“Our sons have a success-
ful fly fishing apparel compa-
ny called Dead Drift Fly.  The 
business is primarily online 
and they are ready to take it 
to the next level.  Right now 
they are scouting areas to re-
locate to and grow their busi-
ness.  Western Colorado is at 
the top of  their list.   Lisa and 
I knew that we would see more 
of  our sons if  we relocated to 
an area with as much as the 
Montrose area has to offer.”

Information is from 
Volunteers of  America, Western 
Colorado. 

Valley Manor Care Center 
welcomes new executive director

agency, were those of  officers killed in the line of  
duty on the Western Slope since 1906:

Mesa County Deputy Derek Geer (2016); Montrose 
Police Sgt. David Kinterknecht (2009); Colorado State 
Patrol Trooper Jason Manspeaker (2001); Cortez 
Police Officer Dale Claxton (1998); Hinsdale County 
Sheriff  Roger Coursey (1994); Montrose Police 
Reserve Officer Larry McMaster (1983); Delta Police 
Officer Steve Hensley (1973); Paonia Marshal John 
Stitt (1952); Delta Marshal Charles Pebley (1928); 
Delta County Deputy Willis Davis (1924); Mesa 
County Deputy Edward Innes (1906). 

Manspeaker, 25, was investigating the possible 
sighting of  a murder suspect’s van when his patrol 
unit slid off  an icy Interstate 70 and struck a flatbed 
tailer parked on the shoulder. The other deaths were 
homicides committed by criminal suspects; some of  
the cases involved significant injury to other offi-
cers, who survived. 

The list of  fallen officers memorialized in 
Washington, D.C., grew by 394 names this past year, 
said Montrose County Commissioner Keith Caddy, a 
former police commander.

“This living memorial will always grow because 
the war (on crime) is never over. It shouldn’t be this 
way,” Caddy said, asking the public to remember the 
sacrifice.

He indicated the peace officers ringing the plaza. 
The thin blue line “is all around us,” Caddy said.

Officers choose low pay, high risk and criticism in 
order to serve. They have begun getting better treat-
ment recently from the federal government, Caddy 
added. But Montrose seems to have the backs of  
those in blue: “The people of  this community have 
always supported law enforcement,” Caddy said.

“Law enforcement officers are challenged every 
day,” Montrose Police Chief  Tom Chinn said. 

Since January, 51 officers nationwide have died in 
the line of  duty — 10 percent more than the number 
of  duty deaths by this time last year, he said.

Chinn asked the community to encourage law en-
forcement members in their duties. Doing so doesn’t 
often take much more than a few seconds to say 
thanks, he said.

“Honestly, it means a whole lot,” Chinn said.
Katharhynn Heidelberg is an award-winning jour-

nalist and the senior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @kathMDP.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com
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Montrose Police Chief Tom Chinn, District Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller, 
retired attorney John Nelson, Mayor Judy Ann Files and Cmdr. Blaine 
Hall listen during the Wednesday morning ceremony at Centennial 
Plaza. (Lu Anne Tyrrell/Special to the Montrose Daily Press)

Major Lennard MacLeod plays bagpipes for the Western Colorado Law Enforcement Officers Memorial on Wednesday, 
as the Montrose Police Department Rifle Team stands solemnly and trumpeter Alysa Wood waits to play Taps. 
(Submitted photo/ Mark Rackay)

Ceremony participants

Montrose Police Cmdr. Gene 

Lillard

The Rev. Curt Mudgett, Cedar 

Creek Church

Montrose Mayor Judy Ann Files

Crime Stoppers board president 

John W. Nelson

District Attorney Dan 

HotsenpillerMontrose County 

Commissioner Keith Caddy

Montrose Police Chief  Tom Chinn

Montrose Police Cmdr. Blaine Hall

Montrose Police Rifle Team: 

Lillard, Hall, Sgt. Abby Boston, 

Detective Mark Trimble, Officers 

Jason English, Chris Velasquez, 

Brian Rumbaugh and Jonathan 

Roberts

Taps by Alysa Wood

Bagpipes by Major Lennard 

MacLeod

Mountain Village Police Officer 

Ted Holland, leading the riderless 

horse to symbolize fallen officers.

Montrose Police Technician Jolene 

Blowers (program design)

Maricopa County, Arizona 

Sheriff ’s Lt. Nancy Medlock, re-

tired (launched the local memorial 

efforts)

Cedar Creek Church members 

(refreshments)

Doorn

Let it snow
Mother Nature gave Montrose and surrounding communities 
a blast of winter on Wednesday with temperatures in the 
30s. A light snow mist fell throughout the afternoon, some of 
which stuck. (Submitted photo/Arlyn Macdonald)


