
• Kids, law enforcement enjoy time 
together

• Thursday marked third time event 
happened

• Students hope to participate again

BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS PHOTOJOURNALIST

Fifteen students from Olathe 
Middle and High schools got a 
chance to go bowling with Montrose 
County Sheriff  Rick Dunlap and 
several members of  his department 
and staff  Thursday.

It was part of  the third-annual 
Bowling Buddies outing at the Rose 
Bowl.

Olathe High School Principal 
Scot Brown said it was a great op-
portunity for students to see law 

enforcement from a different per-
spective than what they may see on 
television.

“It’s so good for the kids to in-
teract with adults and police offi-
cers on a different level outside the 
classroom at a fun event like this,” 
Olathe teacher Judy Jacobs said. 
“A lot of  them don’t get this kind of  
opportunity.”

Jordan Perez said he was happy to 
be there, noting it was only his third 
time bowling and the first with the 
Bowling Buddies.

“It’s pretty fun. I would like to 
hang out with cops again,” he 
said. “And I want to get better at 
bowling.”

Undersheriff  Adam Murdie said 
he was enjoying spending time with 
the kids and “getting to relax a little 
bit” in the afternoon when he would 
usually be working.

Harley Swann also said he was en-
joying bowling with the sheriff, dep-
uties, investigators and staff.

“It was pretty fun,” he said. “It’s 
fun to get out of  school, but not just 
getting out of  school but being able 
to get this experience with these 
officers.”

He said he was also happy with 
his high score of  122, which he said 
was a big improvement over his last 
outing with friends where he scored 
only 103.

“It was a really cool experience,” 
Swann said. “I would like to come 
back next year.”
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• Stucky says he’s ‘excited’ for 
album’s release

• Musician inspired by his own 
favorite artists

• Montrose concert planned for 
May 13

BY MATT LINDBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

It was ironic that as soon 
as Erik Stucky sat down 
Wednesday afternoon inside a 
coffee shop for his first breath-
er in more than a year that 
chaos interrupted.

“Sorry, those sirens you 
hear are from an ambulance 
going by here,” said Stucky, a 
Montrose native.

Stucky recently relocat-
ed to Nashville, Tennessee, 
to further his music career. 
The move came after spend-
ing the last year in California 

recording his debut album, 
“Stray Clouds,” which is avail-
able beginning today for pur-
chase digitally and streaming 
on numerous platforms.

“I’m super excited about it,” 
Stucky said. “It feels good to fi-
nally have it out in the world; 
I’m just stoked.”

The project is a long time 
coming for Stucky, who got 
started playing the man-
dolin at 10. And in a lot of  
ways, “Stray Clouds” cap-
tures the essence of  who and 
what shaped his own sound. 
The 12-song set takes influ-
ence from some of  his favor-
ite iconic songwriters, such 
as James Taylor, Paul Simon, 
Willie Nelson and Lyle Lovett, 
as we as bluegrass bands like 
Newgrass Revival.

The troubadour had a heavy 
hand in the album’s wide-
range of  lyrics, writing or 
co-writing nine out of  the 12 

cuts. It opens with the strong 
and rhythmic “For Old Time’s 
Sake,” where he longs over en-
joying the simple pleasures 
that can come during a night 
spent with a significant other. 

Elsewhere, he croons about 
heartbreak on “Cold Coffee” 
and getting over a relationship 
by moving south of  the bor-
der on the catchy “Moving to 

Montrose native releases debut album worldwide 

• Redhorse family praised for dignity and strength

• Victim advocacy critical to legal process

• Victim’s parents unlagging in commitment

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

The capture of  the men involved in Nicole 
Redhorse’s death didn’t take long — but the le-
gal process? That was a different matter, one that 
shows the toll exacted on survivors, as well as the 
strength and support it takes for them to see a case 
through.

“You have to sit there and endure it,” Redhorse’s 
father, Ken, said during a recent luncheon 

honoring crime victims and their families in 

Montrose.

Ken Redhorse, his wife, Winona, and other fami-

ly were the honored guests of  7th Judicial District 

Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller, who handled the retri-

als of  one of  the defendants.

Nicole Redhorse, a promising Dartmouth grad-

uate, encountered “predators” in Durango, 

Hotsenpiller said. 

Three men came to Redhorse’s home and took 

her to a motel, where she was sexually assaulted 

throughout the night of  June 6, 2007 and injured so 

severely she bled to death early June 7.

“Literally, there were predators in Durango … 

and they really went after her,” Hotsenpiller said, 

explaining how, in his view, Harold Nakai, Carlton 

Yazzie and Derrick Begaye targeted a woman made 

vulnerable by alcoholism. (Nakai had a previ-

ous relationship with Redhorse, according to The 

Durango Herald’s reports.)

“Yes, she had problems with alcohol, but you 

have people that prey on people with problems, on 

a young woman like that,” Ken Redhorse said later.

The case was rife with challenges, Hotsenpiller 

said, among them, proving consent was not given 

and which man inflicted the fatal injury.

The defendants were tried separately in Durango, 

Pueblo and Montrose; the men were not convicted 

of  murder, but of  sexual assault, while Nakai also 

was convicted of  criminally negligent homicide.

REMEMBERING VICTIMS
Family, DA recount toll of woman’s death

‘There was a lot of 
emotion involved, so I 
hope they go through 
the album and get 
what I intended for the 
listener to feel.’

Erik Stucky
Montrose musician

See ALBUM page A10

• Sing Our Rivers Red commemorates victims

• Partial exhibit part of Montrose event for Crime Victims 
Week

• Family of woman killed during sex assault speaks

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

The small disc of  silver dangling from a French hook 
was hard to part with, Winona Redhorse admitted, but it 
was the right thing to do.

The earring belonged to her daughter, Nicole 
Redhorse, who died in 2007 as the result of  a horrific 
and prolonged sexual assault in Durango. 

The jewelry now rests with hundreds of  other ear-
rings, each representing a Native woman who was the 
victim of  violence or who is missing. This “Sing Our 
Rivers Red” traveling exhibit casts a light on Native 
women victims.

“It was something that belonged to her. We thought it 
would be better to give it to this exhibit and she would 
have liked that better too,” Winona Redhorse said 
Wednesday, after a Montrose luncheon honoring her 
family and other crime victims and their survivors.

A partial Sing Our Rivers Red exhibit rested quietly 
in the background. The exhibit aims to bring awareness 
to the epidemic of  missing and murdered Native wom-
en and colonial gender-based violence in the United 
States and Canada.

“The events recognize that each of  us has a voice to 
not only speak out about the injustices against our sis-
ters, but also use the strength of  those voices to sing for 
our healing,” the Sing Our Rivers Red mission state-
ment reads.

After Nicole’s death, her mother wore her earrings, 
lost one and found it, only to lose it again.

A family member knew the founder of  Sing Our 

Exhibit calls attention 
to violence against 
Native women

See WOMEN page A3

See VICTIMS page A3

Bowling buddies
Olathe Middle School student Bruno 
Ramirez, center, talks with Montrose 
County Undersheriff Adam Murdie 
Thursday during the third annual 
Bowling Buddies events at the Rose 
Bowl. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose 
Daily Press)

READY TO PLAY
Indians prep for Wildcats 
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Passover - Part 1
What Does God’s Word Say About . . .

Please send any comments, questions, or requests for a Bible study to: 
info@sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

XNLV325954

    It’s really no mystery why there is so much confusion in the religious world today when ignorance of God’s word is mixed with human 

religious traditions.  This is caused by mixing scripture of the Old Covenant with that of the New Covenant.   Combining the two covenants 

results in a religion like that of the Samaritans - all mixed up (2 Kings 17:24-41; John 4:1-23).  We urge all people to return to the purity 

and simplicity of the New Covenant, given by Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 11:3). 

     The celebration of a “Holy Week” once a year, and the observance of the Jewish Passover with the Passover meal are not authorized 

practices taught in the New Covenant for Christians to follow.  The Passover was authorized and commanded for the Jewish nation 

because of their departure from Egypt in the Exodus (Exodus 23:15; Deut. 16:1-8).  While one may admire the spiritual service and rituals 

of the Law of Moses, we have come to a greater priesthood, a greater tabernacle, and a better covenant, which are not to be confused with 

the ordinances of the � rst covenant (Hebrews 3:1-3, 7:11-12, 18-19, 22-28, 8:1-7). 

     The apostle Paul wrote, “For indeed what HAD glory, in this case has no glory [Old Covenant] because of the glory that surpasses 

it [New Covenant].  For if that which fades away WAS with glory [Old Covenant], much more of that which remains is in glory [New 

Covenant] (2 Cor. 3:10-11). Paul also wrote, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing � rm and do not be subject 

again to a yolk of slavery [Old Covenant].  Behold I, Paul, say to you [Jews] that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no bene� t to 

you.  And I testify again to every man [Jew and Gentile] who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  You 

have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justi� ed by law; you have fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:1-4).     

     So from what has been written, should churches of Christ observe the Passover?  First, we need to understand why God established 

the Passover for Israel. The Jewish Passover usually comes around each year in April.  Those who are familiar with Old Covenant history 

understand the signi� cance of the holy day for the Jewish nation. God delivered the children of Israel from their Egyptian bondage 

through a series of ten plagues which broke Pharaoh’s stubborn heart of rebellion.  He would not let Israel go, for he refused to hear God’s 

instruction through Moses, the spokesman for God and leader of Israel.  The tenth and � nal plague brought upon Egypt was the death 

of the � rstborn in every household.  To prevent death in the households of Israel, the blood of a sacri� cial lamb was to be painted on the 

lintel and over the doorposts of the houses. God’s destroyer “passed over” the houses where the blood marked the presence of the faithful 

(Ex. 12:29-30).

     At this time the Passover feast was ordained by God and given by Moses to the Israelites.  This Passover meal consisted of sacri� cing a 

lamb, without spot (Ex. 12:3-6), and unleavened bread with bitter herbs (Ex.12:8, 15).

     This was a signi� cant event in the history of Israel, but it received no attention in the New Testament churches, for they were composed 

of both Jews and Gentiles.  Paul wrote, “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups [Jew and Gentile] into one and broke down 

the barrier of the dividing wall [Old Covenant], by abolishing in His � esh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in 

ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man” (Eph. 2:14-15).  “For we are the true circumcision, who worship 

in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no con� dence in the � esh”

(Phil. 3:3).  “Put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him - a renewal 

in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised” (Colossians 3:10-11).

     In next week’s article we will discuss how Jesus established a “new meal” during the Jewish Passover before His death on the cross. 

Remember, Jesus lived in the Old Covenant and kept the Law of Moses � awlessly, including the Passover.  We will argue, through 

scripture, that this “new meal” replaces the “old Jewish” Passover given to the Israelites in Exodus chapter 12.
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Then came the appeals, a suc-
cessful one for Nakai, whose re-
trial Hotsenpiller handled in 
Durango as a special prosecutor. 
The irst retrial was continued 
four times — twice on the eve of  
trial. At last, in 2016, Nakai was 
retried.

“That’s the fourth time Ken 
and Winona have sat in a court-
room multiple days and heard 
what happened to their daugh-
ter,” Hotsenpiller said.

Then the jury hung on sexual 
assault charges. Despite the 11-1 
vote, jurors were affected by the 
Redhorses and wanted to speak 
to them.

“That was the most emotional 
experience I’ve ever had in a jury 
room,” Hotsenpiller said. “They 
(the Redhorses) were healing the 
jurors. Those jurors were dam-
aged too.”

Hotsenpiller retried the case 
a few months later; again, the 
Redhorses attended every day. 
This time, Nakai was convicted 
of  sexual assault charges and lat-
er was sentenced to 48 years to 
life in prison.

Nakai could try to appeal that 
sentence, too, Hotsenpiller said.

“That’s the reality and I can’t 
tell them otherwise,” he said.

“The reality is the legal system 
is dificult to navigate,” he said 
earlier Wednesday. “Outcomes 
are uncertain at best.”

During trials the focus 
isn’t necessarily on victims. 
“(Constitutionally) defendants’ 
rights trump everything. … 
sometimes, victims of  crime are 
victims of  the justice system,” 
the DA said.

“It was good to have someone 
there … just explaining what was 
going on. Otherwise, you would 
be lost,” Winona Redhorse said 
after the presentation.

Victims’ strength and resil-
ience needs to be spotlighted — 
and they need to be supported so 
they can overcome, Hotsenpiller 
indicated.

“It’s not great lawyering that 
wins cases. It’s powerful stories 
that win cases,” he said. 

Telling the victims’ stories 
through the court system begins 
with the oficer on patrol and 
progresses through all agencies 
and experts involved, particular-
ly victim advocates.

“It helps us keep victims 
at the center of  our focus,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

Prior to the enactment of  the 
Victim Rights Act in the 1990s, 
there was less involvement with 
victims, recounted Delta County 

Sheriff  Fred McKee. 

“When the VRA passed, I was a 

little bit hesitant. … But I really 

do believe that’s one of  the best 

things to ever happen in the state 

of  Colorado,” he said.

Aimee English, a victim advo-

cate for Hotsenpiller’s ofice who 

assisted the Redhorses, praised 

them while remembering Nicole 

for her academic accomplish-

ments, love of  family and her 

culture.

“I know she will always remain 

in your hearts. I am honored 
to have the opportunity … to 
have met people so full of  cour-
age and grace,” English told the 
Redhorses.

Ken Redhorse said he and his 
family were only doing what they 
had been taught during their 
lives.

“It’s not like we’re anything 
special. We’re just trying to 
cope,” Ken Redhorse said.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

Rivers Red.
“She said it would be a nice way to honor 

Nicole,” Winona Redhorse said. “In a way, she’s 
contributing to awareness of  indigenous wom-
en. In a way, we get to visit her earring again.”

The exhibit also resonates with Janet Drake, 
an assistant Colorado attorney general who 
helped 7th Judicial District Attorney Dan 
Hotsenpiller of  Montrose retry the case of  one 
of  the men involved in Nicole’s death.

Drake had just heard a guilty verdict come 
down and was leaving Durango. But irst, she 
stopped by a gallery to buy a picture that had 
caught her eye. That’s when she saw Sing Our 
Rivers Red on display.

“I’m a much stronger and better person for 
the experience,” Drake said of  her involve-
ment in the case as she thanked Winona and 
Winona’s husband, Ken Redhorse.

Ken Redhorse said he was touched by the 
number of  earrings on display, even in a par-
tial exhibit.

“These women aren’t forgotten,” he said.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

WOMEN
FROM PAGE A1

VICTIMS
FROM PAGE A1

• Gunnison County Sheriff  Rick Besecker:
Besecker’s take on victim advocacy is person-

al — his son was assaulted at a bar. As he and 
his wife drove their son to a medical appoint-
ment, they passed the scene of  the crime. “The 
owner of  the bar was washing the blood off  
the sidewalk and I would never have (thought) 
there would be that much blood and not have 
involved a fatality,” Besecker said.

“That reaffirmed in my mind we’ve got to do 
everything we can possibly do for victims. … 
We absolutely care. We understand that crime 
shatters lives.”

• Montrose County Sheriff  Rick Dunlap:
For one of  the few times in his career, 

Dunlap was moved to tears when he responded 
to a shooting scene. The victim’s children were 
present when their father shot their mother — 
and were so young they couldn’t grasp the fi-
nality of  her death, or that prison would sepa-
rate their father from them.

“That’s one of  the few times I’ve actually bro-
ken down and shed tears,” Dunlap said. “Until 
we could get someone there to take those kids, 
we did the best job we could do at the time.”

At the time, however, it wasn’t mandatory to 
have a victim advocate.

• Ouray County Sheriff  Dominic “Junior” 
Mattivi:

Mattivi was first on the scene of  an accident 
in a rugged area, where he found the victim 
with his feet pinned under the steering column 
and complaining of  leg pain. Mattivi stabilized 
the man’s head/neck until an ambulance could 
arrive and provided further stabilization as 
the ambulance drove to the clinic. There, a doc-
tor criticized them for not starting an IV.

But later, the same doctor called Mattivi to 
say that while she didn’t know how Mattivi had 
done it, he’d apparently held the victim’s neck 
just right, so that he avoided paralysis. “I get 
Christmas cards from him every year,” Mattivi 
said.

• Delta County Sheriff  Fred McKee:
McKee remembers the time before victim 

advocacy was required. In rural Colorado, a 
single road deputy often was alone at scenes, 
where he or she acted as investigator, patrol, 
social worker and victim advocate.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t do a very good job 
at that. Victims were left behind and didn’t re-
ceive nearly the attenion they should have,” he 
said.

The passage of  the Victim Rights Actchanged 
that and Delta County was among the first 
to staff  a full-time victim advocate, who was 
made available to other agencies.

“ … Between law enforcement, victim advo-
cates and the District Attorney’s Office, we’re 
a team. I think we’re doing better prosecutions 
and I know we’re doing better care for victims 
in our communities,” McKee said.

Outtakes are from Hilltop Community 
Resources’ video interviews of  the sheriffs, 
available on You Tube under “Victims Advocacy 
Interviews,” https://youtu.be/xf9cXulW8QM.

Lawmen reflect on 
victim advocacy

Nicole Leigh Redhorse who 

died in 2007 at the hands of 

three men of severe injuries 

she sustained as the result of 

being sexually assaulted. The 

district attorney in Montrose 

handled retrying one of 

the defendants on appeal. 

(Submitted photo/District 
Attorney’s Office)

Top: A memory placard for Deborah Wright is displayed as part of the 
“Sing Our Rivers Red” exhibit in Montrose on Wednesday. The exhibit 
commemorates Native women who were murdered, are missing, or the victims 
of other violent crimes. 
Below: Georgelene Shawl Jackson’s memorial placard rests above earrings 
representing her and other Native women who fell victim to violent crime, 
or who are missing. The display was part of the “Sing Our Rivers Red” 
exhibit, which brings attention to crimes against Native women. (Katharhynn 
Heidelberg/Montrose Daily Press)


