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MEDC: 60 years strong

Emma and Dan Kigar sit inside their offi ce yurt Tuesday at The Colorado Yurt Company on West South Fourth Street. 
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

Beyond borders
Editor’s note: In honor of  the 
Montrose Economic Development 
Corporation’s 60th anniversary 
this year, the Montrose Daily Press 
throughout the week is spotlighting 
a number of  companies that 
MEDC was instrumental in 
locating or expanding in Montrose. 
The series continues with The 
Colorado Yurt Company.

• Business founded in 1976

• Colorado Yurt has clients all over 
the world

• ‘Montrose is good place to do 
business,’ co-owner says

BY MATT LINDBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

Dan Kigar never imagined 
his business would serve people 
around the world and as big as 
fashion designer Ralph Lauren 
when he and his wife started it 41 

years ago.
But, that’s reality now for his 

Montrose-based The Colorado 
Yurt Company.

“Never,” Kigar recalled. “When 
we started, we were a traditional 
mail-order company.”

The Colorado Yurt Company 
makes handcraft yurts, tipis and 
rugged canvas wall tents out of  
its near 15,000-square foot produc-
tion facility at 28 W. South Fourth 
St. in Montrose. It has managed 
to build an incredible reputation 
since its inception, winning sev-
eral prestigious awards in addi-
tion to serving local, national and 
international clients.

“We send them all over the 
world,” Kigar said, noting the 
man behind the iconic Polo Ralph 
Lauren clothing line is one of  
their more well-known clients. 
“We make them for Coachella 
(an annual rock concert in 
California), and many others, 
and it all comes out of  here in 
Montrose.”

The business wasn’t always 
in Montrose, though. Kigar and 
his wife, Emma, fi rst launched 
their idea in 1976 while living in 
Breckenridge. Both were invested 
in the backcountry skiers lifestyle 
there, when friends took notice of  
their residence.

“It was defi nitely a different 
era,” he said. “It was defi nitely 
more community oriented back 
then. We were living on some land 
and we built or own tipi. We took 
a dog sled in and out of  town. Our 
friends asked us if  we would build 
them a tipi, and so that’s when we 
went into business.”

The business actually started 
as Earthwork Tipis, paying honor 
to prehistoric earth mounds in 
Ohio, according to Kigar. Soon af-
ter starting up, the couple began 
producing yurts, a circular tent 
on a collapsible framework more 
commonly found in countries like 
Mongolia and Turkey.

Celebrating Seuss
Zoe Bachman wears a football helmet over her Colorado 
beanie Tuesday in Paula Irving’s third-grade classroom 
in celebration of Dr. Seuss Week at Olathe Elementary 
School. Elementary schools throughout the district 
celebrate the late children’s book author’s birthday, 
March 2, with a week dedicated to reading, wearing silly 
hats and wacky clothes. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily 
Press)

2014 death brings 
assault charge

• CNA charged with third-degree assault of at-risk adult

• Granddaughter ‘sickened’ by events

• DA addresses time it took to fi le charge

 
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

 
Amy Fischer received devastating news in 2014. Her 

grandmother, Charlotte Lucille Fischer, was in grave 
condition after suffering a hip fracture.

The circumstances of  the elder Fischer’s injury were 
no accident, according to prosecutors and the Montrose 
County coroner, the latter of  whom ruled Fischer’s Aug. 
22, 2014, death a homicide (death caused by another).

Late last month, District Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller 
charged Travis R. Young with third-degree assault on 
an at-risk adult, a class-6 felony. The DA issued a sum-
mons to Young, the certifi ed nursing assistant who was 
allegedly working with Fischer when she was injured at 
Colorow Care Center in Olathe.

A phone number could not be located for Young. No 
attorney was listed in his case fi le. 

The Colorado Department of  Public Health and 
Environment’s 2014 report on Fischer’s injuries indicate 
Young said the elderly woman was combative and took a 
swing at him, injuring herself  in the process. The state, 
however, concluded Colorow had not properly investi-
gated or reported the incident.

“A lot of  things happened that shouldn’t happen to 
anyone’s grandmother,” Amy Fischer said Feb. 24.

Charlotte Fischer suffered from severe dementia and 
was cognitively impaired. She could also be combative, 
the CDPHE incident report noted, but another Colorow 
staff  member reported the frail nonagenarian was in-
capable of  infl icting injury onto others and her grand-
daughter’s timeline document describes Fischer as hav-
ing been gentle and well-liked.

Her care plan called for a two-person assist when she 
was being moved.

Per the state report, on Aug. 15, 2014, Young went in 
by himself  to assist her into bed; Fischer was report-
edly agitated. Young reported she tried to hit him so he 
ducked, then placed her in bed “in a safe position,” ac-
cording to the document.

A nurse immediately noticed a bruise to Charlotte’s 
forehead and the elderly woman also complained of  
pain to her left leg. But she often “voiced distress when 
touched,” so the nurses didn’t think there was an injury 
that would require further action, per the report.

Subsequently, staff  noticed skin tears to her left arm 
and that her leg was oddly positioned. The next morn-
ing, hospice was notifi ed and an X-ray was requested, 
according to information in the CDPHE report. That 
evening, the X-ray was performed, revealing a fracture 
to Fischer left femoral neck; she was sent to the emer-
gency room in Delta. She had additionally sustained a 
hematoma.

Amy Fischer said she was not immediately informed 
of  her grandmother’s injuries.

A facility worker told the CDPHE that, prior to 
Charlotte Fischer going to ER, the woman was yelling 
in pain and at one point shouted that she wanted her leg 

Montrose’s Colorado Yurt Company serves clients around the globe

See BORDERS page A4

A long road

• Johnsons provided 500 
hours of sweat equity

• Family moved in Tuesday 
after dedication

• Generous youngster 
raised money for stickers

 
BY LINDSEY ERIN KROSKOB

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS 

NEWS EDITOR

Craig and Fabiola 
Johnson’s children, 
Avyn, 2, and Zac, 1, led a 
chorus of  cheers when 
the family’s new home-
ownership was offi cially 
announced.

Although this was 
Habitat For Humanity 
of  the San Juans’ 52nd 
house completed in 
the area, it was a fi rst 
for the Johnson fam-
ily. During the dedica-
tion of  their new prop-
erty Tuesday, friends, 
family and volunteers 
stopped by to congratu-
late the Johnsons on the 
completion of  their long 
journey.

“These guys worked 
harder than probably 

any family I’ve ever 
seen, both on their per-
sonal circumstanc-
es as far as affordabil-
ity and readiness and 
excitement and the 
house, and they worked 

on all the other hous-
es,” Habitat Executive 
Director Colleen Burke 
said. “It’s just been a re-
ally hard, hard process 
for them. I’m just super 
proud of  them. I have 

goose bumps.”
Fabiola Johnson said 

the experience was a 
dream come true. The 
work was hard, she said, 
but defi nitely worth it.

Craig Johnson said the 
family has been living 
in an apartment for the 
last two years, so they’re 
looking forward to a qui-
eter life without ciga-
rette smoke and diesel 
trucks speeding by right 
outside the door.

“Once you see it com-
ing along (more) and 
(more), it actually be-
comes more of  a reality. 
It just shows you how 
much family is, how im-
portant they actually are. 
Sometimes you can kind 
of  take it for granted, 
but they’re always there 
for you,” Craig Johnson 
said. “We’ve been antici-
pating it for quite a while 
now, but even now, it’s 
kind of  surreal.”

The process of  get-
ting a Habitat house is 
diffi cult, Burke said. 

Habitat For Humanity of the San Juans Executive 
Director Colleen Burke, right, hands house keys to new 
homeowners Craig and Fabiola Johnson Tuesday during 
the dedication of their new home on Bluegrass Court. The 
Johnson’s children, Avyn, 2, and Zac, 1, were accompanied 
for the photo op by Habitat Kids Cares founder Addison 
Harmsen, who raised money to help decorated the boys’ 
rooms. (Submitted photo / James Ellis)

Johnson family takes ownership of Habitat home

See ROAD page A3

Coroner: 91-year-old 
woman died of injury

See CHARGE page A3
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Western Implement’s
34th Annual Spring Consignment

    Auction
      MARCH 3RD & 4TH

         Starts at 9 am each day

CALL TO CONSIGN EQUIPMENT

970.242.7960

 Tractors & Industrial Equipment
 Irrigation Pipe and Fittings
 Working Farm Equipment
 Livestock Handling Equipment

TITLED VEHICLES
Friday, March 3rd

TRACTORS
Saturday, March 4th

2 DAYS 

ONLY!

2919 North Ave. • Grand Junction, Co.

Due to lack of space, we cannot accept misc. items.

Antique Items
Titled Vehicles & Trailers

ATV’s & Rec. Vehicles

Chow Down

202 Main Street, Montrose • 970-249-5052

PET OF THE WEEK 

   Mattie
Female, 9Yrs 8 Months 

black/brown Silky Terrier Dog. 
You can visit Brewster, at the  

Montrose Animal Shelter, 
3383 N. Townsend Ave. 

The fee for a cat is $30. 

Kittens younger than 1 year are $50. 

Dogs are $60, and puppies are $75. 

The shelter is open from 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, 
except for Fridays. 

All animals adopted from the 

Montrose Animal Shelter are 

spayed or neutered before going to 

their new homes and receive 

some vaccinations. 

For more information about Maisy

and other available pets, 

call 240-1487, or visit 

www.montrose.animalshelternet.com

Try our $10 Dog Wash.
You clean your pup and 
we clean up the mess!
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Business & Of� ce SystemSusiness & 

BOSS
in Montrose

138 N. Townsend Montrose (970) 249-5064
Fax: 249-2512 bossinmontrose.com 

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Copiers • Printers
• Fax Machines 
• Shredders
• Of� ce Supplies
• Cash Registers

XNLV318228
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Applicants are required 
to fall within an income 
requirement, which is 
between 30 and 60 per-
cent of  the median coun-
ty household income. 
They then go through fi-
nancial classes and prove 
they can pay a mortgage.

“It’s a nonprofit mort-
gage, so in this case it 
was a zero interest loan 
for 30 years with a $500 
down payment,” she 
said. “They have to show 
us work history and good 
payment history and 
that sort of  thing. Then 
they put in 500 hours of  
sweat equity in building 
their house. So it takes a 
long time to get all that 
done.”

The Johnsons’ home 
was appraised at 
$148,000, Burke said. The 
interest-free loan puts 
the monthly payment 
at approximately $400, 
she said. The homes are 
also five-star energy 
rated, so utilities drop 
significantly.

“Many times if  they’re 
moving from a rental 
perhaps, I have one fam-
ily that their electric 
bill went from $500 a 
month to $50 a month. So 
they’re not only saving 
in mortgage, but they’re 
also saving in utilities,” 
Burke said.

Next on the docket 
are two triplexes slated 
for Montrose on South 
Fourth Street to break 
ground this spring and a 
second triplex for the fall 
in Ridgway, she said.

As for the Johnsons, 
Pastor Matt Benitez said 
he hopes they use this 
blessing to bless others.

“God’s opened up a 
new door to them to 
start a new chapter in 
their life, a new season 
in their life where they 

can raise their family in 
a safe environment, they 
can raise their family in 
a wonderful, beautiful 
home that’s been con-
structed by wonderful 
volunteers,” he said dur-
ing the dedication. “It’s 
just an amazing exam-
ple of  this community’s 
compassion, this com-
munity’s grace, and as 
we say in this day in age, 
we’re paying it forward, 
passing it on. I guess 
that’s my challenge to 
Craig and to Fabi: To 
pass along this blessing. 
I know it’s been a lot of  
work for them, but you 
have an opportunity now 
not only to enjoy this 
wonderful home with 
your family, but also to 
share that with others in 
the community.”

Burke was also quick 
to point out a special 
little volunteer helped 
along the process. 
Addison Harmsen set 
out last summer on a 
mission, she said, and 
looked to Habitat for 
guidance. 

“Addison called me 
one day last summer 
and said, ‘You know I re-
ally would like to raise 
money for kids and I 
was wondering what you 
guys do.’ We had a very 
professional meeting and 
she had a ton of  ques-
tions prepared,” Burke 
said. “She decided that 
Habitat Kids would be a 
fun thing to raise money 
for. We came up with a 

program called Habitat 
Kids Care and she 
worked very hard this 
summer.”

Addison raised more 
than $200 selling apricots 
and other things around 
the Montrose area, 
which she used to buy 
stickers and decorations 
for the Johnson children.

“ I helped paint the 
rooms and I put on some 
stickers on the walls for 
the kids and I’m really 
happy that they’re get-
ting their house now,” 
she said.

Burke said the hard-
working 7-year-old girl 
met with the family to 
pick put the decorations 
and involved the chil-
dren in putting them on 
the walls.

“She is really an in-
spiration to us, so if  
any of  you know of  any 
little kids who would 
like to raise money this 
summer for kids, let us 
know,” she said.

Fabiola Johnson said 
the boys are starting to 
understand their new 
home, adding Avyn al-
ready calls it home. They 
planned to get every-
thing moved into their 
house Tuesday night.

“Maybe until we get 
in here tonight and sit 
down, we’ll realize it’s 
real,” she said.

To comment on this story,  

visit montrosepress.com.

Hard at work
Mark Keller tills a cornfield along 6720 Road in Montrose Tuesday during a near white-
out snowstorm. He said the snow is good for tilling, as it adds ‘natural nitrates,’ and 
allows he and his co-owners of the farm to use less fertilizer during growing season. 
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

cut off.
Amy Fischer said her 

grandmother suffered a 
“huge hematoma,” shat-
tered femur and elbow 
injury.

“There was blood on the 
wall when I got there. What 
was as sad as anything 
is Colorow didn’t tell me 
for two days this had hap-
pened,” Amy Fischer said. 
“She screamed and cried 
‘please cut off  my leg.’” 

Her grandmother also 
was improperly medicated 
for the pain she was suffer-
ing, Fischer contended.

Vivage Senior Living, 
the parent company of  
Colorow, cannot comment 
on pending matters, said 
Nancy Schwalm, chief  
business development 
officer.

“While there is an ongo-
ing proceeding, we cannot 
comment about the action. 
At this point, we don’t have 
anything to say about the 
matter other than we’ll 
continue to fully coop-
erate with authorities,” 
Schwalm said Tuesday.

According to the 
CDPHE’s 2014 report, the 
care center’s adminis-
tration concluded Young 
did not knowingly injure 
Charlotte Fischer and said 
the injury, while unfor-
tunate, was “much to her 
own devices.” Because 
of  the finding that there 
was no intent to injure, 
administration did not 
view the matter as report-
able to the state. Admin 
also concluded the facility 
had conducted a thorough 
investigation.

The state eventually 
found otherwise, howev-
er, deciding the facility 
failed to report potential 
abuse; failed to fully inves-
tigate the circumstances 
of  Fischer’s injuries and 
failed to conduct compre-
hensive review of  resi-
dents, staff, family and hos-
pice staff.

“There was insufficient 
evidence in the facility’s 
investigation to show how 
the resident could sustain 
such significant and varied 
injuries given her physical 

state and the abilities of  
the CNA, given his physi-
cal state, to protect her 
from self-harm,” the report 
states. 

The document notes 
Fischer stood about 5 feet 
tall and weighed approxi-
mately 90 pounds, while 
Young was 6 feet and 
weighed approximately 250 
pounds.

Additionally, an Adult 
Protective Services case-
worker “discussed that the 
injuries sound extreme for 
the story that (Colorow) 
has reported,” the CDPHE 
report states. 

The document also notes 
others questioned the ex-
planations given.

“It seemed suspicious 
to me that my 90-pound 
grandma had been hurt 
that badly,” Amy Fischer 
said.

The state also found 
Colorow did not complete-
ly investigate prior allega-
tions of  abuse or mistreat-
ment reportedly involving 
the same CNA. The report 
contains allegations two 
other patients were han-
dled roughly and, again, 
care center administration 
found there hadn’t been an 
intent to cause injury.

The facility was issued a 
plan for correction.

Charlotte Fischer died 
Aug. 22, 2014, at a hospice 
care facility to which she 
had been transferred. It 
was just one day after her 
91st birthday.

He autopsy listed the 
cause of  death as an acute 
displaced fracture of  the 
left femoral neck and not-
ed in the medical find-
ings “possible history of  
abuse.” The report also 
found a large bruise to the 
forehead associated with 
hematoma and abrasions 
to her left elbow and knee.

The autopsy initially 
listed manner of  death as 
undetermined because the 
possibility of  abuse was 
under investigation.

But Dr. Thomas Canfield, 
Montrose County coroner, 
said after the autopsy re-
port was issued, he made 
the finding of  homicide, as 
listed on Fischer’s death 
certificate that was re-
leased Nov. 25, 2014.

“That, in my opinion, is 

a homicide and I so certi-
fied it,” Canfield said.

Fischer’s death certifi-
cate lists as primary cause 
of  death the hip fracture 
due to or as consequence 
of  “injured by another be-
ing placed in bed.”

Hotsenpiller is limited 
in what he can say because 
the case against Young is 
pending. The charge is as-
sault, in part because of  
the proof  burden associat-
ed with more severe charg-
es would require a showing 
of  intent to cause Fischer’s 
death, he indicated.

He forthrightly acknowl-
edged: “This case took too 
long for our office to in-
vestigate and make a fil-
ing decision. There were 
certainly some investiga-
tory challenges for us, but 
even with our stretched 
resources, I am working to 
continue to push our attor-
neys and staff  to get these 
cases filed in a more timely 
manner.”

The slender resources 
and constantly shifting pri-
orities are challenges, he 
said. 

“Nonetheless, this kind 
of  delay is very difficult 
for victims and the fam-
ily members of  the vic-
tims, and as well can 
negatively impact defen-
dants, witnesses and law 
enforcement officers,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

The charge against 
Young is classed as an ex-
traordinary risk crime 
that gives a presumptive 
sentence of  up to two years 
in prison for those convict-
ed of  it, and up to four if  
extraordinary aggravating 
circumstances are found. 
People convicted of  this of-
fense may also be eligible 
for probation, however.

Young is to appear in 
court Thursday.

“This is not just ‘some-
body.’ This is one of  my 
somebodies,” Amy Fischer 
said, calling the circum-
stances of  her grandmoth-
er’s death “sickening.”

What Young allegedly 
did, and the way the facil-
ity handled it, particularly 
with regard to pain medi-
cation for her grandmoth-
er, “weighs on my mind ev-
ery day,” Fischer added.
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