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The Annual Montrose County Public Budget Meeting 
will be held October 12th at 6:00 p.m. at the Pioneer Room at the 
Fairgrounds (1002 N. 2nd Street). The public is invited to attend 

to learn more about the County Manager's proposed 
(recommended) budget to the BOCC. 

Please call 970-252-4505 with questions or visit 
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DeGrey Phillips tries to get his dog Missy’s attention as they interact on the porch of their home south of Ridgway. (Paul Hurschmann/
Montrose Daily Press)

Patty Phillips is shown with her yak herd in Ridgway. (Submitted 
photo/DeGrey Phillips) 

Continuing her legacy
BY CAROLE ANN MCKELVEY

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS NEWS EDITOR

The first thing one notices 
about DeGrey Phillips are his 
sad blue eyes. 

It has been a rough few 
years since he lost his wife, 
Patty McNall Phillips, to the 
almost unfathomable of  ac-
cidents. Patty was thrown 
from her favorite horse, a res-
cue, breaking her collarbone 
when he stumbled. And then, 
the horse stepped on her head 
trying to recover.

“She fought really hard for 
five-and-one-half  weeks. I 
even called her son to come 
celebrate Christmas, as she 
was getting better,” Phillips 
recalled, as he struggled for 
his words. “Then, there was 
a turn for the worst, and with 
each of  us holding her hands, 
she died on Christmas Day 
2013.”

Since then, the best Phillips 
can do is take care of  her 

legacy and the Tibetan yaks 
she persuaded him to buy 
and breed, as well as continue 
the weaving gatherings that 
fulfilled her. He also aims to 
occupy himself  somehow on 
Christmas, so as not to hurt 
so much.

Phillips said at first, he was 
a “reluctant rancher”. 

“About 10 years ago, my 

wife, Patty, and I sold our 
home in a popular ski re-
sort (Telluride) and decided 
to move to a more rural set-
ting,” he said. “At that time 
I had no idea just how rural 
my life would become.” 

Soon their home would be 
Cottonwood Ranch, in the 
mountain valley leading from 
Ridgway to Ouray.

“I was in charge of  finding 
the perfect property to fulfill 
my wife’s criteria,” Phillips 
said. “That being — nice pas-
ture, senior irrigation rights, 
along a river, not too close to 
the highway, good views of  
the mountains, wooded, and 
not too close or too far from a 
town.”

Phillips recalled he asked 
his wife why pasture and ir-
rigation, and she replied by 
saying she wanted to be able 
to have room for animals.

“What kind of  animals,” 
he pressed? “Well, she didn’t 
have any idea, yet, but when I 
found the property she would 
find the animals.” 

Phillips said after exten-
sive searching and countless 
disappointments, he found 
the land of  their dreams. 
Roughly 35 acres of  river 
bottom, between Ouray and 
Ridgway. 

“The price was right and 

Ridgway man carries on late wife’s vision of yak-breeding ranch

Domestic 
violence 
hits home

Editor’s note: October is 

National Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month.

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

In the words a Delta emergency 
room physician said to police, the 
victim’s story was “typical” — she 
initially denied domestic abuse. 
According to her assailant’s arrest 
affidavit, her case was horrific: The 
beating she endured put her into re-
nal failure.

“We see very serious domestic 
violence cases. We take them se-
riously,” District Attorney Dan 
Hotsenpiller said Oct. 6. 

In terms 
of  the 
above case, 
which oc-
curred 
in 2014 
in Delta 
County, 
that meant 
requesting 
a special 
prosecu-
tor from 
another jurisdiction, who just re-
cently obtained a guilty plea from 
defendant Melvin D. Randall.

Randall pleaded guilty to second-
degree assault as an act of  domes-
tic violence, according to court re-
cords. Sentencing is pending, with 
terms open to the court.

Hotsenpiller said that before the 

Expert: Offenders 
choose to abuse

Peak 
Academy 
readying 
drone
BY RICHARD REEDER

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS EDUCATION WRITER

Peak Academy students have long 
embraced the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math curriculum 
Montrose County School District 
is bringing to the schools. Peak 
Academy students are taking the 
next step in the process by using a 
drone for multiple projects.

On Friday teacher Doug Eccher 
and five of  his students were at 
Columbine Middle School taking 
their first flights with the drone.

“When the thermal imaging cam-
era is attached, this is a $15,000 
piece of  equipment, so we have to 
careful with it,” Eccher said. “We 
did a two-hour Skype training with 
the manufacturer to frame the do’s 
and donts of  flying it.”

Ray Sanford said Friday was an 
introduction for the students.

“Today they are getting the basics 
and doing flight lessons,” he said. 
“We will check the GPS and com-
pass. We want to get them orient-
ed with moving the drone with the 

Bosom Buddies draws support
BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS WRITER

 
Organizers of  the Montrose Bosom 

Buddies 24th Annual “One Step Closer to 
Help and Hope” 5K Walk and 5 & 10K Run 
on Saturday were pleased with the turnout 
and the support from the community. They 
estimate more than 500 walkers and run-
ners participated.

Although they won’t know the final re-
sults for a week or so, treasurer Jenny 
Sullivan was confident that they would 
surpass their goal of  $50,000 in dona-
tions. Donor Pryce Hoey of  M & H Towing 
presented her with a check for $3,000 as she 
was discussing this year’s goal.

“We’ve been a long-time sponsor,” said 
Hoey, who arrived in a super-sized tow 
truck adorned in pink trim with messag-
es of  support for the organization. “We 
donate five percent of  whatever the truck 

The 5 & 10K runners lead the way at the start of the Montrose Bosom Buddies 24th 
Annual “One Step Closer to Help and Hope” 5K Walk and 5 & 10K Run Saturday at 
the Montrose Pavilion. More than 500 participants, many adorned in pink, turned 
out to show their support. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

See YAKS page A3

See SUPPORT page A5 See PEAK page A5

See HOME page A7

GET TO KNOW
Phuong Nguyen Q&A. 
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Turn North o�  of San Juan Ave.  Bypass on 6530 Rd. 
Go 2 miles & look for our sign on the left.

(970) 249-2052
Mon-Fri: 8:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm

Sunday: 10:00am-4:00pm

Fruit Trees

25% OFF
Only $30 Each!

Russian Sage

40% OFF
Only $20 Each!

FALL IN LOVE WITH OUR SPECIALS
Fall Sale Starting Now!
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Don’t forget to Mulch for Winter! 
Nutri-Mulch ONLY $8

Did you own property near and downwind from the  
former Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant (in Jeferson 

County, northwest of Denver, Colorado) on June 7, 1989? Are 
you an heir of someone who did? If so, you could get money 

from a proposed $375 million  
class acion setlement.

A $375 million Settlement has been proposed in a lawsuit against the former operators of the Rocky 
Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant.  The lawsuit claims that Rockwell International Corp. and The Dow 
Chemical Co. caused the properties owned by the Class Representatives and the other class members 
in the Property Class Area (see map at www.RockyFlatsSettlement.com) to be contaminated with 
plutonium, a hazardous radioactive substance, which caused the properties’ values to be less than 
they otherwise would have been and which substantially interfered with Class Members’ use and 
enjoyment of their property.  The case is Cook et al. v. Rockwell International Corp. and The Dow 
Chemical Co., Civil Action No. 90-00181-JLK (D. Colo.).  The parties have agreed to settle to avoid 
additional delay and uncertainty in a case that already is over 26 years old but, before any money is 
paid, the proposed settlement must be approved by the Court.  

Who is a Class Member?
The Property Class (or “Class”) includes all persons and entities that owned an interest (other 
than mortgagee and other security interests) in real property within the Property Class Area on  
June 7, 1989 (one day after a famous FBI raid of the plant site).  If you are an heir of someone 
(or the successor of an entity) who owned property on June 7, 1989 in the Property Class Area, you 
may also ile a claim.  

What Does the Setlement Provide?
Defendants will pay $375 million (the “Settlement Fund”) to pay Class Members and to pay attorneys’ 
fees (not to exceed 40% of the Settlement Fund) and costs and expenses.  Also, Class Counsel will 
ask for service awards totaling $780,000 to the Class Representatives for their efforts during over 26 
years of litigation.  Additionally, the Settlement Fund will pay for the cost of Notice and settlement 
administration.  The remainder (the “Net Settlement Fund”) will be divided among Class Members.

What are my opions?
To get a share of the Net Settlement Fund, you must ile a claim by June 1, 2017.  Payments will be 
calculated as a percentage of the Net Settlement Fund based on the value of the property owned and 
located within the Class Area as of June 7, 1989.  You may opt out of the Class and Settlement by 
March 1, 2017.  If you opt out you will not receive any money if the Settlement is approved, but 
you retain your right to pursue your own lawsuit with your own lawyer.  Your own lawyer can advise 
you about whether your claims may be barred by the statute of limitations.  If you do not opt out, 
you can object to any part of the Settlement on or before March 1, 2017.  If you do not opt out, you 
will remain in the Class and be bound by the terms of the Settlement.  

A public hearing will be held on April 28, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. MDT, in Courtroom A802 at the United 
States District Court for the District of Colorado, Alfred A. Arraj United States Courthouse, 901 19th 
Street, Denver, CO 80294.  The Court will consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable and 
adequate.  If there are objections, the Court will consider them.  If the hearing time/date changes, it 
will be posted at www.RockyFlatsSettlement.com.  After the hearing, the Court will decide whether 
to approve the Settlement.  You or your attorney may attend the hearing at your own expense, but 
you don’t have to.  

This is a summary only.  For more information, including a longer Notice, the Settlement, 
the claim form, the proposed Plan of Allocation, the motion for attorneys’ fees, reimbursement 
of costs and expenses and for service awards, and a list of important deadlines, visit  
www.RockyFlatsSettlement.com or call 1-844-528-0187.

1-844-528-0187
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offense, Randall had 
stalked the woman from 
Virginia to Colorado.

The Randall case 
is one of  many do-
mestic violence cases 
Hotsenpiller and other 
officials see, although 
the majority of  their 
caseloads involve misde-
meanor offenses.

Numbers vary, de-
pending on the agency 
to which incidents are 
reported, and also in 
terms of  what state sta-
tistics categorize as do-
mestic violence.

At the Montrose Police 
Department, domes-
tic violence cases have 
“rocketed,” Cmdr. Gene 
Lillard said. Year-to-
date, the MPD had 384 
reports of  domestic vio-
lence; by the same time 
last year, it had received 
146.

“They’re up 163 per-
cent in the City of  
Montrose,” Lillard said. 

“It’s a major concern. 
When officers go to the 
scene, we investigate 
the incident and we also 
talk to as many witness-
es as we possibly can, 
and weigh the evidence 
to see who was the pri-
mary aggressor.”

Domestic violence is 
a mandatory arrest in 
Colorado.

“We do not give warn-
ings for domestic vio-
lence,” Lillard said.

Domestic violence 
incidents reported to 
the Montrose County 
Sheriff ’s Office are 
lower — 49 this year, 
compared to 62 reports 
by this time last year, 
Sheriff  Rick Dunlap 
said.

“I think it’s unnec-
essary,” he said of  the 
crime.

“People need to have 
an avenue that they can 
release their anger and 
anxiety before it turns 
into something that is 
going to cause a serious 
problem.”

For state Fiscal Year 
2015 (July 2015 – June 
2016), there were 380 
misdemeanor cases 
filed in the 7th Judicial 
District that were cat-
egorized as domestic 
violence.

“That’s not a small 
number for this judicial 
district,” Hotsenpiller 
said.

The 7th Judicial 
District encompass-
es Montrose, Delta, 
Hinsdale, Gunnison, 
San Miguel and Ouray 
counties. 

Again, state categori-
zation of  offenses differs 
from the way other agen-
cies categorize domestic 
violence. If  underlying 
issues point to domestic 
violence, but there is no 
charge of  domestic vio-
lence, the state does not 
count it in that category. 

The state figures are 
based on fiscal year data, 
but Hotsenpiller’s in-
house counts are by cal-
endar year. According to 
these, in 2015, the DA’s 
office handled 432 do-
mestic violence cases 
— these numbers in-
clude felony cases. Since 
January of  this year, it 

has received 305.
Not every report made 

to law enforcement nec-
essarily leads to pros-
ecution — and domestic 
violence is underreport-
ed, said Chip Meneley, 
the domestic violence 
program supervisor 
for Hilltop Community 
Resources.

“(Nationally), the stats 
tell us that it’s about 20 
percent of  all domestic 
violence gets reported,” 
he said.

“It’s a pretty prevalent 
problem in our service 
area. It’s really under-
reported. A lot of  people 
either don’t realize ser-
vices are available or 
they’re kind of  embar-
rassed or ashamed to 
come forward. For some 
folks, it’s not safe, or 
they feel it is not safe.”

Hilltop serves 
Montrose, Delta, Ouray 
and Mesa counties, pro-
viding services for do-
mestic violence. Since 
January, it has provided 
emergency safe house 
shelter to 68 women, 
men and children; re-
sponded to 832 crisis 
calls on its 24-hour do-
mestic violence and 
sexual assault hotline, 
and assisted 89 people 
through support servic-
es provided by trained 
volunteers.

“We’ve always got 
somebody on that line 
people can reach out 
to. … There’s help. We 
just need to get them 
to reach out,” Meneley 
said.

The services are avail-
able regardless whether 
the victim makes a po-
lice report.

 
Tackling relationship 

violence
 Domestic violence 

involves control and 
coercion between inti-
mate partners or former 

intimate partners, 
whether of  the opposite 
sex or the same sex.

“It is where one part-
ner engages in behavior 
to intimidate, threat-
en, coerce or physically 
hurt the other person 
for the purpose of  power 
and control,” Meneley 
said.

Many factors drive 
domestic violence — 
among them, economic 
straits, alcohol abuse 
and substance abuse.

“Ultimately, I wish I 
had an answer to that,” 
Meneley said.

“What drives domestic 
violence is, it’s a choice 
for the offender. I be-
lieve they do it because 
they get what they want, 
whether it’s a sense of  
power, their way, or they 
just want to make all the 
decisions.

“There’s a lot of  differ-
ent reasons, but that’s 
kind of  it in a nutshell.”

Offenders may have 
anger management defi-
ciencies, but not neces-
sarily, because that prob-
lem tends to show up in 
their dealings with oth-
er people, Meneley said. 
Domestic violence is 
largely reserved for the 
intimate partner, and 
perpetrators are usually 
functioning members of  
society, he said.

“They’re very manipu-
lative. They don’t gener-
ally engage in this be-
havior in front of  other 
people. It’s sort of  a pre-
meditated, planned out 
behavior.”

Domestic violence 
doesn’t always result 
in injury. It can entail 
shoving, kicking, prop-
erty damage and phone 

obstruction, when an 
abuser interferes with 
telecommunication ser-
vices in an attempt to 
prevent the victim from 
calling for help.

Violence in the home 
harms children, even 
when they are not 
subjected to abuse, 
Hotsenpiller said.

Prosecutors and vic-
tim advocates try to 
communicate with vic-
tims early on to see how 
best to help and what to 
focus on in the case, es-
pecially to protect chil-
dren, he said.

“We know kids in do-
mestic violence house-
holds are aware of  the 
violence and experi-
ence trauma due to the 
presence of  that vio-
lence in their family,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

“They’re often wit-
nesses, which is sad,” 
said Lane Thomasson, 
one of  Hotsenpiller’s 
deputy prosecutors.

Childhood trauma is 
the No. 1 common expe-
rience of  adults who be-
come entangled in the 
criminal justice system, 
the prosecutors said.

“If  we can make a dif-
ference in childhood 
trauma, we can real-
ly make a difference,” 
Hotsenpiller said.

 
Reframing the 

perceptions
 Hotsenpiller’s office 

takes all criminal cas-
es seriously and, when 
prosecuting a case in-
volving domestic vio-
lence, acts early to deter-
mine which need extra 
focus.

The DA’s Office is also 
providing an updated re-
porting form for officers 
who respond to domes-
tic violence calls. The 
revamp is the result of  
task force recommenda-
tions to replace the pre-
vious “archaic” form, 
victim advocate Aimee 
English said.

The form is designed 
to incorporate risk fac-
tor assessments, though 
it still depends on a vic-
tim volunteering the in-
formation, and a lot of  
times, they are fearful to 
do so, she said.

“It’s a very good form 

and it will be very use-
ful for the police depart-
ment and for the pros-
ecution,” Lillard said. 
“It’s more in-depth.”

The MCSO has also be-
gun using the updated 
form, Dunlap said.

Like English, he sees 
reluctance among some 
victims. Initially, the 
man or woman who has 
been abused might be 
cooperative, but then 
recant.

“That creates a prob-
lem for prosecution of  
these cases,” the sheriff  
said.

Domestic violence im-
pacts the entire fam-
ily and outside pres-
sures can cause a victim 
to back off  his or her 
complaint.

“A lot of  victims will 
look at that and say 
they’re not willing at 
this time to put the fam-
ily through it,” Dunlap 
said.

“The perpetrator may 
be the only person who 
is an income source. 
When you take that 
away, that creates more 
problems financially, but 
at the same time, you 
have to look at the whole 
thing. If  somebody’s be-
ing abused in the home, 
is that really good for 
the children?” he said.

Hilltop through its 
free and confidential ser-
vices works with domes-
tic violence victims to 
help them understand 
the power dynamics at 
play, the cycle of  vio-
lence and how it differs 
from mere situational 
violence, Meneley said.

While people do still 
wonder why an abuse 
victim “stays” with her 
or his abuser, that is the 
wrong thing on which to 
focus, he said.

“We’re trying to re-
frame it as a community. 
The focus needs to be on 
the offender. The ques-
tion needs to be ‘Why 
doesn’t he stop’? That 
needs to be the focus,” 
Meneley said.

“We want to support 
the survivors, but turn 
the focus onto the of-
fender and say, you need 
to stop. We’re not going 
to tolerate this.”

Abused? Suspect abuse?

• Hilltop Community Resources/Tri-County Resources provides free, conidential 
assistance to domestic violence victims, in the form of emergency shelter, advoca-
cy, support groups, case management, children’s services and transitional hous-
ing. Its 24-hour crisis line can be reached toll free at 844-990-5500; 970-249-2486 
(Montrose), 970-874-4941 (Delta) or 970-626-3777 (Ouray).
• Contact law enforcement or call 911.

Defense attorney Scott Johnson speaks during opening statements in the double-
murder trial of Prudencio Juan Fragos-Ramirez. Friday, Oct. 7, 2016, at the Franklin 
County Courthouse in Pasco, Wash. Fragos-Ramirez is accused of killing his 18-year-old 
girlfriend Maria Cruiz-Calvillo and her 3-year-old son. (Sarah Gordon/The Tri-City Herald 
via AP)


