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The Annual Montrose County Public Budget Meeting 
will be held October 13th at 6:00 p.m. at the Pioneer Room at the 
Fairgrounds (1002 N. 2nd Street). The public is invited to attend 

to learn more about the County Manager's proposed 
(recommended) budget to the BOCC. 

Please call 970-252-4505 with questions or visit 
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MARTINEZ 
HONORED

Top Realtor earns award Page A12

FREE FLU SHOTS!
See inside for 

more info on page 3
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City supports effort to build new school
BY RICHARD REEDER

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS EDUCATION WRITER

Election time is six-and-a-
half  weeks away and voters 
have many things to consid-
er. The biggest local issue is 
Referendum 3A for the Bond 
Mill Levy to build a new 
Columbine Middle School. 
The Bond Mill Levy seeks 
$21.3 million to go along with 
the Build Excellent Schools 
Today (BEST) grant of  $12.4 
from the state.

On Tuesday night the 
Montrose City Council threw 
its support behind the bal-
lot measure by passing 

Resolution 2016-17 in favor 
of  Montrose County School 
District’s efforts to replace the 
aging school. 

Mayor Rex Swanson detailed 
some of  the issues with the ag-
ing building including cracks 
in the walls, leaking roofs and 
fire dangers.

“After looking at all the is-
sues we need to support the 
health and safety of  our chil-
dren,” he said. “Therefore it is 
resolved the City Council will 
support Referendum 3A.”

Before the Council vot-
ed, Keep Improving District 
Schools (KIDS) Chairman 
Christina Files addressed the 

Council, thanking them for 
their support.

“There are two important 
reasons to support this refer-
endum. Mr. Mayor you out-
lined several of  them with 
the cracking walls and the 
fire danger,” she said. “If  
you don’t know how bad this 
school is, I urge you to go visit 
and see for yourself.”

Files said the second reason 
is the support the new school 
is a grant from the state.

“The BEST grant is the sec-
ond largest grant ever award-
ed to a project in Montrose 
County,” she said. “We would 
hate to turn away $12.4 million 

by not passing this.”
Montrose Youth Council 

member Hunter Frenze spoke 
up from a student’s point of  
view of  the referendum and 
the resolution.

“I cannot stress the impor-
tance of  this resolution. Being 
a graduate of  that school I can 
only guess how much worse 
it is now than when I went 
there,” he said. “The school 
needs to be replaced and now 
is the time to do it.”

The City Council members 
each shared their thoughts, 
with some of  them having per-
sonal experience in the school.

“I taught in the district for 

many years and I spent some 
time in that building,” Mayor 
Pro-tem Judy Ann Files said. 
“I hate to se us turn down 
$12.4 million and then have 
to pay extra costs when the 
school finally has to be shut 
down.”

Councilor David Romero 
said he graduated from 
Columbine in 1987 and said it 
wasn’t in good shape then.

“The building was fall-
ing apart then and it has to 
be worse now,” he said. “We 
seem to have people in this 
community who are against 

We Speak Imaginese
Folkgrass band We Speak Imaginese performs on the lawn outside the Montrose Pavilion Saturday. The concert was a gift to the 
community at the end of the Western Colorado Congress, which was held inside the Pavilion Saturday.
According to their website, ‚“the WCC is a grassroots, democratic organization dedicated to challenging injustice by organizing 
people to increase their power over decisions to affect their lives.” In addition, “the groups and members work together to create 
healthy, sustainable communities, social and economic justice, environmental stewardship and a truly democratic society.”
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

Citizens of 
Montrose 
give city 
thumbs up
BY CAROLE ANN MCKELVEY

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS NEWS EDITOR

A random sample of  534 
Montrose residents polled for a 
commissioned community sur-
vey gave the city high marks — 
in some cases higher than com-
parable cities across the U.S. 
— for many city services.  

“Generally,” said Chris 
Tatham, CEO of  ETC Institute, 
“the citizens of  Montrose have 
a positive perception of  the 
overall quality of  life here. The 
positive perception was above 
the regional average.” 

The survey of  the random 
sampling of  residents had a + 
or - percentage of  2.4%. Tatham 
says the survey “isn’t perfect 
but is a good indicator of  how 
citizens feel about their town.” 

He commended the city on the 
customer service of  city em-
ployees, saying that part of  the 
survey got very high ratings.  

Not great are the marks the 
city gets in some areas, includ-
ing: traffic flow, street mainte-
nance conditions and economic 
(job) development. Street con-
gestion was of  a high concern.

Those taking the survey 
wanted improvement in those 
three areas.

As far as Montrose being a 

DA’s advocate wins state 

victims assistance award
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

Two years ago, Denetta 
Dunlap was just return-
ing to her hometown of  
Montrose for a new role — a 
victim advocate for the 7th 
Judicial District. She proved 
adept: Just last week, the 
Colorado District Attorneys 
Council named Dunlap 
named Victim Advocate of  
the Year.

“It’s a great honor,” 
Dunlap said Tuesday. “It’s 
amazing, only being here 
two years, to be honored for 
something like that.”

Advocates assist people 
identified as victims under 
the Victim Rights Act with 
a range of  services, sup-
port and outreach. This in-
cludes communicating with 
victims or family members 
about the case and ensur-
ing prosecutors know their 
needs and wishes.

District Attorney Dan 
Hotsenpiller nominated 
Dunlap for the state award.

“Denetta specifically ad-
vocates for victims of  sex 
crimes, both adults and chil-
dren, from diverse socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds,” said 
Deputy District Attorney 

Seth Ryan, the sex crimes 
prosecutor for the 7th 
Judicial District. “They (cas-
es) can be very emotionally 
charged, more so than any 
other type of  case. It takes a 
unique type of  personality.”

Dunlap is both compas-
sionate and firm when nec-
essary, Ryan said.

“She just strikes a great 
balance,” he said.

Dunlap worked for the 
21st Judicial District’s DA, 
then in the courts there, be-
fore moving on to the 14th 
Judicial District’s DA Office 

Denetta Dunlap, 
third from left, 
Victim Services 
specialist 
for the 7th 
Judical District 
Attorney’s 
Office, stands 
proud with the 
award naming 
her state 
Advocate of the 
Year last week in 
the Denver area. 
With her, from 
left, Deputy 
District Attorney 
Seth Ryan, 
Aimee English, 
Victim Services 
supervisor, 
and District 
Attorney Dan 
Hotsenpiller.
(Submitted 
Photo)
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Inside Montrose County with 
Health and Human Services!

Oct. 5th; 5:30pm, at the Bridges
(2500 Bridges Dr, Montrose, CO 81401)

This interactive meeting will feature an 
overview of the programs of HHS including: 

Adult Services, Child Welfare, Environmental 
Health, Eligibility, Immunizations, Nurse 

Family Partnership, WIC, and more.

There will also be a discussion regarding 
public health issues in our county — the 
public is encouraged to participate and 

attend. Light refreshments will be served.

Please call 970-252-4505 for more information.

Attendees will be provided vouchers at the 
end of the meeting (supplies limited) 

Business & Of� ce SystemSusiness & 

BOSS
in Montrose

138 N. Townsend Montrose (970) 249-5064
Fax: 249-2512 bossinmontrose.com 

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Copiers • Printers
• Fax Machines 
• Shredders
• Of� ce Supplies
• Cash Registers

XNLV287432

insurance? Let us make sure there are 

• Home & Auto 
   Bundled 
• New Home

• New Roof 
• Good Student
• Good Driver 

• Educators
• Registered Nurses 
• VOA Staff 

• Montrose Memorial
   Hospital Staff
• And More!

KNOW 
Your Insurance.

KNOW 
You’re Covered.

Do you really understand your insurance? 
Let us make sure there are no gaps in your insurance 

so you won’t be surprised in a time of need.

Home  • Auto  • Life  • Business  • Workers Comp. 

www.farmersagent.com/hdavidson
Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC • Member FINRA & SIPC

COME SEE US!
1551 Ogden Road 
Montrose, CO 81401

GIVE US A CALL! 
970-249-6823

Howard Davidson
Insurance & Financial  
Services Agent

• Home & Auto 
   Bundled 
• New Home

• New Roof 
• Good Student
• Good Driver 

• Educators
• Registered Nurses 
• VOA Staff 

• Montrose Memorial
   Hospital Staff
• And More!
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THERE IS NO 

SUBSTITUTE 

FOR...

CONSISTENCY 
QUALITY
SERVICE
VALUE 

XNLV287596

SUNDAY
BREAKFAST BUFFET

$11.95
Kids under 3 free, kids 4-10 • $3.95-$9.95  

Every Sunday  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

FRUIT & VEGGIE 

ROADSIDE STAND

N. Hwy. 50 between mile markers 85 & 86 • 323-6559

OPEN EVERY DAY 9A.M. TO 6P.M.

The Friend-ly Farm:
Richard & Pamela (DeVries) Friend

(970) 323-6559
We accept cash, local checks, debit cards, credit cards and SNAP (EBT).

Green River Melons, Palisade Peaches, 
Olathe Sweet Sweet Corn, Home Grown 

Tomatoes, and Much More!
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Now setup @ Camelot Gardens 
every Friday and Saturday 9am-2pm

Turn North o�  of San Juan Ave.  Bypass on 6530 Rd. 
Go 2 miles & look for our sign on the left.

(970) 249-2052
Mon-Fri: 8:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm

Sunday: 10:00am-4:00pm

Ornamental Grasses

20% OFF
Roses

30% OFF

FALL IN LOVE WITH OUR SPECIALS
Fall Sale Starting Now!
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Don’t forget to Mulch for Winter! 
Nutri-Mulch ONLY $8

Temporary location Downtown Visitor Center 
107 S. Cascade � 970-249-3098

GIFT STORE - 25% OFF
All Gifts, Books, and Jewelry 

With Coupon - Good Through 9/27/16
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Get it done 
this fall
 1. Sweeping

 2. Asphalt Patching

 3. Crack Fill

 4. Seal Coating

 5. Striping

970-275-9884

EliteGroundsCare@yahoo.com

PREVENT FURTHER 

DAMAGE
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970.240.3202 • 11 S. Uncompahgre • Montrose, CO
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1As a highly educated & skilled  

stylist and colorist, she can give you 
the look you want whether it’s a  

new color or new style!
Call SAIGE now for appointments!

(970) 209-6589

WELCOME 

SAIGE!

NEW
 STYLIST

249-3444

M
O

N
T

R
O

S
E

DAILY P
R

E
S

S

HONOR
FROM PAGE A1

as the office manager.
She applied for a legal secre-

tary position here two years ago, 
in hopes of  returning home. 
Hotsenpiller asked her how she 
would feel about becoming a vic-
tim advocate.

“I jumped at it,” Dunlap said. “I 
thought it would be an interesting 
job to do. And it is.”

Dunlap shepherds sexual as-
sault victims through the court 
process, and often takes it upon 
herself  to keep in contact with 

them, even after a case concluded.
Understanding the court process 

poses a challenge for victims and 
Dunlap helps them in that regard.

“The key for me is to listen to 
them first. We’ve got to listen to 
them before we can help them,” 
Dunlap said.

Dunlap is one of  six victim ad-
vocates working for the DA in 
the 7th Judicial District, which 
encompasses Montrose, Delta, 
Hinsdale, Gunnison, San Miguel 
and Ouray counties.

Ryan said Dunlap is vital, be-
cause without her, his job “would 
be extremely difficult. These are 
some of  the most difficult cases to 

prosecute. It allows us to focus on 
our cases  and (ensure) that some-
one has time to make sure the cas-
es are (handled).”

Although her job can be chal-
lenging, Dunlap said she is glad to 
be able to relay the victims’ feel-
ings to Ryan, along with the un-
derstanding that they have been 
hurt.

“Being a voice for victims is 
very satisfying,” she said.

Dunlap encouraged others 
to consider the field of  victim 
advocacy.

“I think there needs to be a lot 
more advocacy everywhere,” she 
said.

Mayor Rex Swanson presents the city’s resolution in support of Referendum 3A to build a new Columbine School to 
KIDS Co-Chairman Christina Files on Tuesday night. Joining them, from left are Co-Chairman Heather Wallingford, 
Montrose County School District Board President Leann Tobin and KIDS member Kathy Heavers. (Richard Reeder/
Montrose Daily Press)

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE A1

the schools. We have to support the schools and the 
students.”

Councilor Roy Henderson echoed his support for 
the schools.

“Our youth need a good facility to learn in and 
grow in,” he said. “If  you are voting against this then 
you are voting against our youth and our future.”

Councilor Dave Bowman said he was a teacher 
in the district for many years and spent time in the 
Columbine gym.

“People really like living here. One of  the rea-
sons is our kids. We have really great kids,” he said. 
“People are talking about not voting in this election. 
But if  you need a reason to vote this is the reason. 
We need this school.”

Swanson said he has had no children or grandchil-
dren who have attended the school, but he sees the 

need for it.
“I am so much in support of  this,” he said. “I have 

been to the school and have seen what poor shape it 
is in and how much it needs to be replaced.”

Files then made a motion to pass the resolution, 
which was seconded by Romero. The resolution 
passed unanimously.

Afterward Files said how important it is to gain 
this type of  support.

“Anytime elected officials put their support behind 
something it shows how important it is,” she said. 
“The City Council is a respected group and this is an 
important thing for them to show this support.”

Co-Chairman Heather Wallingford said the City 
Council’s backgrounds showed the importance of  
this referendum.

“You have two former teachers on the Council 
speaking out in support of  it,” she said. “Then you 
have former students in David Romero and Hunter 
Frenze speaking up in support of  it. We hope this 
carries a good message to the community.”

Man held in alleged pipe assault
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A man experiencing 
car trouble Sunday was 
assaulted by another 
man, who claimed he 
thought the victim was 
a thief, police reports 
allege.

Jordan Mauk, 22, al-
legedly struck another 
man in the head with 
a pipe, causing a gash 
that required stitches to 
close. 

He claimed self-de-
fense because of  the 
other man’s size in 

relation to his own, and 
perception that the man 
“puffed up,” which the 
injured man and a wit-
ness with him deny, 
along with any sug-
gestion that they were 
stealing, per Mauk’s ar-
rest affidavit.

Mauk was booked on 
suspicion of  second-de-
gree assault. Bond was 
set at $750. Court re-
cords did not indicate 
whether Mauk had post-
ed bond as of  Monday.

Formal charges are 
due to be filed by Sept. 

29.
The alleged victim and 

a passenger pulled over 
at 67.00 and East Locust 
roads Sunday night be-
cause of  mechanical 
problems. The driver 
checked under the hood, 
then got back into the 
vehicle.

Mauk allegedly ran up 
to the car, yelling, and 
alleged the victim again 
got out.

When confronted 
about property Mauk 
had reported stolen, 
the man denied taking 

anything, but Mauk did 
not believe him, per the 
affidavit. Mauk alleg-
edly said “he was fear-
ful,” so he struck the 
other man. The witness 
said Mauk “just hit my 
friend for no reason” 
and then ran away, hop-
ping over a fence.

A passing motorist 
gave a similar account, 
per the affidavit.

Mauk screamed pro-
fanities and called the 
arresting officer a rac-
ist, according to allega-
tions in the affidavit.


